* ward,  and ‘it was pointed out that ecertain’

" to be invested.

make advances on second mortgages.

(29 SeeTEMBER, 1020.]

rules of every building society established
under the measure. shall set forth various
formal matters, as for imstance the terms
upep which' subseription shares are to he
issued, and the manner in which contribu-
tions are to be paid to the seciety, and the
withirawals by members, with tables show-
ing the amount due to the society for prin-
cipal and interest. Amnother importani point
is that the rulés must show the purpose to
which the funds .of the soclety are to be
applied, and the manner in which they are
Bubclause 8 of Clause 9
provides that the rules must show the man-
ner in which advances are to be made and
repaid, the deductions, if any, for premiums,
and the conditiong upon which the boerrower
gan redeem the amount due from him before

the expiration of the period for which thé"
Another important pro-

advance was made.
vigion is that the rules must pronde for an
annual or & more frequent audit of accounts,
and amn inspection by the auditors of the
mortgages and other securities belonging to

. the *Society.” That is.a similar provision to '

one which this House a wesk or two ‘ago
inseried—and, -as I think, very properly—in
the measure relatmg to fnendly societies.
Clanse 52.is outside general provisioms, It
permits- of -an infant becoming a member of
a bm]dmg society—a very desirable provi-
ston in connection with matters of this kind.
Clivse 90, dealing with investments, pro-
vides that a society shall not advance money
on the security, of . any freehold or leagehold
property w‘hleh is sub:]ect to a prior mort-

gage, unless tle prior mortgage is in favonr .

of the society making the advance., If any

" advance is made. contrary .to that provision,

‘then the members of the committee or the
management, of the ' society wheo authorised
that advance become jointly and severally
liable for any loss on the advance occasioncd
to the society.
Legistative Assembly, the position of +he
Perth 'Building Society was brought for-

isiness which the Perth Building Society
had ‘been in- the habit of doing would be
affected by this new provision; and conse-
quently an amendment was inserted in the
Bill protecting ' the Perth Building Society.
1 nnderstand that thal society bas done good
work, which it is far from the desire of the
Government to embarrass in any way; and
T also understand that the society is quite
satisfied with the amendment which has
beed made. There is a provision as regards
advances wpon second mortgages which is
eonfied entirely to those societies which at
the commenecement of the operation of this
measure were authorised by their rulee to
The
general intention is that building - societics
ghall beg restricted to advances on first mort-
gage; and I think that is a thoroughly sound
principle to apply. 8o far as the societies
already in operation are concerned, it is not

intended to-do anything that will in any way

prejudice -their position® or interfere with

When the Bill was before the -
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their operations. Clanse 21 provides restrie-
tions upon the amoupt which & bailding
society may receive by way of loan or de-
posit from its members. The object is to
prevent the society from becoming too
heavily indebted to its members, - Under
Clause 25 the officers of a society are com-
pelled to give security for the fidelity of
their conduct. Ar annual accountmg is also
required by the Bill, and, in addition, the.
registrar is entitled to compel the inspection
of the books of any society. In the event of
the registrar refusing to Tegister a building
society, provision is made for an appeal to
the Supreme Court against the decision of
the registrar. The Bill is essentially one for
congideration and diseussion in Commitiee.
[ts sole object is to encourage and assist the

“building -society method by making it a safe-
,method in which people ecan invest their

money and acquire homes for themselves. T
move—

That the Blll Le now read a second time,

On moticn' by Hon J.  Duffell, - debate ad-
Jjourned. - :

) H’oi,we_ adjourned at 810 pom,

TLegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday; 29th Seplember, 1920,

- ’ PAGE

Q,pestlone Keronene, price ,.. . w789
Hospital for the Insane ‘e . 700
Kulgoorlie Hoapital 700
Leavs Inﬂuenm nmte. atranded “West Annt.ral!ans ;gg
Bills: Hea.lth Act. Cantlnmee. 1, 700
Univluisity of, Western Aunﬁrsﬂn Amenﬂmenf., 190
Roads Closurs, gu 90
Parllament (Qunll catlon ol wonmn), report. 700
Local Authorities Sinking Funds, re u.rned .. 813
Motlons : Water conservatlon, Avon river .. 790
Price Pixing, Ausﬁramn eommndltlea 797
Traftic Act, fines 803
Bhearers’ Locommodation Act, "to amend 808

The SPEAEKER took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—KEROSENE, PRICE.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked.the Premier: Is
he aware ‘that kerosene is being sold in
Singapore at 7s. a case, and ean he explain
the enormous difference in the price chargeﬂ
in Western Australia?
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‘The: PREMIER ‘replied: No, but it is un-
derstood that oil of an inferior- grade, suffi-
cient to fill two tims, is available at the
price of ‘73, 4d. To ‘this charge, however,
has to be added the cost ‘of tins, cases, and
paekmg .

QUESTION-———HOSPITAL FOR THE -
. " INSANE. .

- Mr STUBBS agkel the Colonial Secre
tary When ‘do. tha Govérnment 'intend to
‘give ‘effect " to .the recommendation of the
- Belect, Committes on the Claremont Hospi-
tal for the Iﬂsane, o place that imstitution
uFder the control of a hoard of manage-
. ment? y

. The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
A 31]1 dealing with the future comtral of

the ‘Boupital for the Ineane has been pre-'

pared and will be introduced to-morrow.

- QUESTION—K ALGOORLIE
HOSFITAL.

Mr. GREE‘N agked: the Premier: 1, What
is the avérage cost per head’ per annum of
the cases treated in the Kalgoorlie General
Hosgpital (exelusive of the infectious dis-
eases ward), and what ds the average
amount received per head per annumt 2,
Were any cases refnsed admission to the
infectious diseases ward at the Kalgoorlie
Government Hespital, shout April last, and,

if so, what was the reason for their non- .

admission?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The cost per
patient per day at Kalgoorlie Hospital for
the financial year ended 30th June lagt was
7s. 3144, This figure is mcluawe of the
Infectious Ward. No separate costing re-
cord is maintained for this ward, but if
that ward were excluded there wounld be no
appreciable difference in the figure quoted.
1,290 patients were dealt with during the
year ended’ 30th June last, and £2,969 d4s.
6d. was received in- patlents’ fees, an aver-
age of £2 6s. per head. 2, There is no in-
formation at Head Office indicating that
any cases have been refused admission, and
a report on the watter ‘Fnggésted m this
questmn has been asked for.

QUESTIO\T—INFLUENZA SCARE.
Stranded West Australians.

Mr. JONES asked the Premier: 1, How
many West Australian visitors, who were
stranded in the Bast during the influenza
seare of 1919, received advances from the
Government, and what was the amount paid¥
2, How many of them repaid the advances in
three months in accordance with the signed
agreement? 3, Did the Government expeet
to lose any of the amouats so loaned?

"The PREMIER replied: 1, 148. £1,266
19s. 8d. 2, 34. 3, Not when the advances
were made.

- [ASSEMBLY.]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On metion by Mr. ANGELO, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr, Daff
(Claremont) on ‘the ground of ill-health,

On’ motions by’ Mr. O’LOGHLEN, leave of
abgence for two weeks granted to Hom, P.
Collier (Boulder), and to Mr, Holman (Mur-
ehmon) , on the ground of 111 health

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING..
1, Health Act Continuanes,
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

8, University of Western Austraha Aet
Amendment
’ [ntroducetl by the Premler

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Report of Committes adopted.

B]'LL PARLIAMENT (QUALIFICA-
- TION OF WOMEN).

Report of Commiftes adepted.'
. ' e

1

MOTION--WATER CONSERVATION,
AVON RI'VER '

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) hs,d given notice
of the followmg motion: —

That in view of the influx of large num-
bers of immigrants in the near future and
their part absorption on closer settlément
lines, the time has arrived when a tho-
rough investigation of the Avon Valley
and Avon River to determine whether the
fine fruit-growing lands along this valley
can be utilised for intensive.culture, the
inquiry to cover (1) examination and eom:
parison of the overflow of the Northam
and Munrlarmg weirg; (2) examination
by an engineer or engineering part.y of
the course of the Aven River, and to de-
egide upod the best method for comeerving
‘the water and converting it imto a live
-continunously ﬂowmg gtream, if such be
pessible, the engincer to formulate a
scheme and give an approximate idea of
the cost of the undertaking in its entirety,
and the cost of each section should it be
found advisable to do the work in sections;
(3) a systematic and thorough analysis by
reliable men of the river water at varipus
depths, at varigus places, and at various
times of the year; (4) treatment of alka-
line waters and soils and remedies, flood-
ing system, cheinical antidotes, eradication
by vegetable growth such a8 gums and
shrubs along watercourge, saltbush, lucerne,
‘beet, ete.; (5) an investigation of the
plans and maps which- were prepared
when the late Lord TForrest was Premier
.and when £20,000 was voted for the com-
serving of the Avon River flood-waters,
which vote was allowed to lapge,

Mr. SPEARER [4.48]: Before calling on
the notice of motion standing in the name
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of Mr, Grifliths, the member for York, I
degire to point out that I must disallow para-
graphs 2, 3, 4, and § of the motion, and that
the first paragriph will need slight amend-
ment in’ order to expréss the hon. member’s
intention and to complete the sentence. If
the hon. member will ask for.leave to amend
the first pardgraph by the insertion of the
words ‘‘should be made’’ hetween the words
‘‘investigation’’ and ‘‘of,”’ it will convey
all that the hon. member desires. -The dther
paragraphs of the motion I must Jdisallow as
being against the rules of the House. They
aré more in the nature of argument in favour
of the motion, .

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I ask leave to amend
my motion by -the insertion of the words
‘‘ghould be made '’ between the words ‘‘in-
vostigation’’ and ‘‘of.’’ ° .

Leave given; the notice of motion amended
aceordingly.

Mr,, GRIFFITHUS
meve— :

' "That in view of the inflax of large
numbers of immigrants in the near future
and their part absorption on closer set:
tlement lines, thé time has arrived when
a thordugh investigation should be made
of thé Avon Valley and Avon River to
determine whether the fine fruit-growing
lands along thix valley ean be utilised for
intensgive culture. :

My intention in moving this motion is mot

to proveke an -academic discussion, but to

lay before the House certain facts and cer-
tain data which I have gathered as the re-
sult of months of patient search, I believe,
that the information which I shall submit
to hon. members this afternoon will force
them to admit that the scheme I advoeate
has 3 utilitarian valwe and is perfectly
practieable.  Indeed, I hope to persuade
the House that there is something more in
this motion than neets the eye. In its ori-
ginal form the motion looked more formid-

" able than it really is. However, as you, Mr.

Speaker, have pointed ont, a considerable

part of the original motion is not needed.

The framing of the motion in its original

form, if it has dong nothing else, has placed

in some sort of ovder the ideas I have at the
back of my head. Tn regard to the partien-

Jars 88 to overflow of the Northam and

Mundaring weirs, that information is al-

ready in existence, and it merely needs to

be made available in such a form as to be
readily appreciated by those who have to
consider the scheme. Hon. members will
realise the great wealth of water that
rnshes down to the Indian Ocean from the
Northam weir when I state that in one year
there has been as much aza 212 billion gal-
lons of overflow. That portion of the ori-
ginal motion which referred to an engineer-
ing party investigating the position and
formulating a scheme was really the prin-
cipal part of the motion, but what it
asked for will be partly eovered by
the information referred to in the last para-
graph of the motion, which ipformation was

(Tiork) [450]: 1
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compiled in the Jdays when the late Lord
Forrest was Premicr of this State. About
19 years ago a sum of £20,000 was placed
upon the Estimates for the purpese of im-
vroving the Atvon River, but for some un-
known reason the vote was ailowed to lapss,
A pgood deal of preliminary investigation
took place, and only this morning I had the
pleasure of looking through the old plans
and seeing the great amount of careful and
methedical work that had been done in the
matter of survey. Thin information will be
very valuable shonld investigation such as
I ask for take place. As regards the salin-
ity of the river water, spme investigation
has taken place in that regard alsp; but
atill the information available ig so scanty
and incomplete as to be of very little prac-
tical use, [t is with the idep of getting
gomething” more complete and more thqrough
that I bave asked that special sattention
should be paid to the testing of the salinity
of the .Avon River water. The fourth
paragraph of the original motien referred
to data already in exiptence, Even I as a
lgyman kave been able to gather together &
mass of infermation bearing upon the sub-
ject, so that the work should be easy for an
expert; and let me point out that the sub-
ject intereats not only the York electorate,
but many other paris of the State, Many
members representing constitueneies where
there iz a great deal of galt land and where
A great deal of the water obtained by sink-
ing is salt and makes cultivation of the land
impossible, will be interested in that sub-
jeet. To the west of York itself there
is & siretch of country which, presum-
ably owing to improper methods of cul-
tivation, has had the salt brought to the
surfaes, making it anfit for use. If I sue-
ceed in calling attention to these salt lands
of Western Australia, I shall have accom-
plished something for the benefit of the
State. When speaking here ahout 12 months
ago on hydraulic and other details of the
irrigation vote, I went to econsiderable
trouble to impress npon the House what has
been done in the past and what iz being
done at preseni in this State, and also what
was being done in fhe newer countries of
the world. T also referred to what had
been done, after the war ended, in many of
those countries where water works wera in
existence anciently, long before any of us
wére thought of. Again, I brought te the
attention of hon., members the operations of
the Bastern States inm this connection; and
now I am getting - néarer home. In the
Eastern States there are available for new-
comers mnumerous varieties of  agriculture
into which they can enter. We had - here
only last night a gentleman who illustrated
to us what the cnergy of Mildura e¢an do
in this State. I refer to the '‘elugive Pim-
pernel’? of the Murray, Mr. de Garis, That
gehtleman has shown Western Australia
what vim and titanic energly can do in the
person of one individual, though certainly
he ‘is backed up by a certain amount of
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ecash. That individual has rendered pos-
gible a scheme which I think no Govern-
ment of this State would be prepared to
undertake, If we {aiked about spending
£300,000 here upon what would be regarded
@8 an experiment, there would be a howl-of
protest throughout the length and brezdth
of the country. It would pever be per-
mitted. However, Mr, d¢ Garis, who has
come from Victoria, illustrates the progress
made by the Eastern States in the maitér
of irrigation. Those hon. members who aro
Victorian born will not find anything new
in what ¥ have to say about irrigation in
Victoria, but I have no doubt that to many
other memberse a great deal of it will be
fresh. The progressive little State of Vie-
toria has done more than any other in the
way of water conservation and’ irrigationm.
The list of Vietorian schemes is a formidable
one, including the Goulburn Valley acheme,
the Goulbnrn River works, which cost
£730,000, the Broken River works, the Lod-
don River works, the Kow Swamp works,
the Kerang North-West Lake works, the
Long Lake pumping works, and the Murray
scheme, embracing Cobuna, Swan Hill,
Nyah, Mildura, White Cliffs, Wimmera,
Coliban, and Baechns Marsh. Victoria has
37,475 acres under lncerne, and no less than
eight free head works, 11 water works dis-
triets, 18 irrigation and water supply dis-
tricts, and three water works trusts, apart.
from the Mildura trust. The area swpplied
with water for stock and household pur-
poses is no less than 13 million acres. The area
under irrigation is 215.333 acres, and 14,500
acres are irrigated under permits or licenses.
What has {aken place there is something
wonderful. It ghould spur us to be uv and
doing in reapect of some of our local schemes.
They have there no fewer than 135 towns,
exclugive of principal cities and suburbs, sup-
plied with water from artificial schemes. The
rainfall ranges from some 15 inches in the
Mildvra district to seven inches in part of
the mallee country. That mallee country,
which at ome time was only sparsely popu-
lated, is to-day earrying large numbers of
successful farmers, whose progoerity is
largely due to improved methods of cultiva-
tion and to generous supplies of water. I
think the member for Pingelly (Mr. Hick-
mott) can corroborate much of what I have
said in repard to Vetoria. I have gone into
these details to show what great enterprise
has been displayed by that State in catering
for the reqnirements of newecomers. Only
this morning Mr. DeGaris expressed to me
his belief that irrigation is going to be the
ultimate salvation of Australia. I have
been amongst irrigation settlers and 1 know
what ean be done. In the Avon Valley we
have comntry similar to that on the south
coast of New South Wales, consisting largely
of deeomposed granite, highly favourable to
the growth of the finest anples. nears, and
gtone fruit, the earliest that New South
Wales produees. The Avon Valley has the
advantage that it not only grows the apples
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and pears and atone fruits, but also the cit-
rus fruits and vines, and has a climate eap-
able of drying any description of fruits
without artificial aid. Enowing the very
fine resnlts that have been obtained by
irrigation from.the Goldfields water scheme
on  orchards in the Northam distriet,
I should be wanting in my duty if I
did not bring before the Chamber the
need for investigating’ that fine streteh of
country along the valley of the Avon, with a
‘view to getting it recogmised. It has railways,
schools and all the utilitiea of eivilisation al-
ready provided. It is within.a few hours
of the metrocolis and, whilst it is already pro-
dueing a great deal of wealth, it is not pro-
dueing a tithe of what it would be capable of
prodoeing uynder irrigation. .

Mr. Bmith: What is the length of the river?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Pdasibly over 100
miles. It rises somewhere heyond Beverley
and flows into the Swan. .

Mr, Smith: That would not compare with
the Murray River. |

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am not trying to so
compare it. But we have certain schemes here
which we should bring into ‘operation. Along
the Darling Range we have 17 -surveys al-
ready taken. Whilst the contemplated
schemes-are only small they are capable of
being operated at munch less expendi-
ture than would be reguired in the
bigger schemes. It is those things
we have in hand which I am wmostly
concerned about, The only lesson we have
to learn from the Murray River scheme is
the energy of the people condueting it. I
have here a good deal of information which
I shall impart as briefly as possible. Mem-
bers will be surprised to learn that the water-
shed of the Avon River is 12 times greater
than that which supplies the water to the
Mundaring Weir. Whilat the Avon water-
shed covers 4,000 square miles, that of Mun-
daring is resiricted to 330 square miles, and
the voluwe of the water flowing over the
Mundaring weir is mueh less than that which
goes over the Northam weir. 1 gathered this
morning from the gaugings at the Water
Supply Department that in 1917 —an excep-
tional year, it is true—there flowed over the
Northam weir 212,295,200,000 gallons of
water. The anmnual flow ranges from that
record down to five billions in 1318, In 1915
it was over 60 billions, in 1916 over 21 bil-
lions and in 1918 nearly 25 bilions. In ome
day’s overflow of that weir at Northam
more than suoficient water passes to fill the
Mundaring Weir which holds 4,661,000,000
gallons. And it must be remembered that it
is all good fresh water and only bhecomes
salty on its way down the ereeks. During
flood time it ecarries 53 grains of salt per
gallon, and the salt density increasea as the
water flows along until at last that water ia
unfit for irrigation. I trust the day is not
far distant when it will be utilised in its
purest condition. Even a three ineh flow from
that weir would supply the town of Northam
with all its water.
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Mr. Smith: How mueh money would it

cost?
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I will come to that
Presently. Two per cent. of that overflow

world supply all the water required by the
State. In this scheme which I am advo-
eating the main questions are, could this
watercourse be so improved as to become a
live watercourse the whole year round, and
* kow i8 it to be done? Without anticipating
the opinions of the engineers, it certainly
does not appear to the lay mind that there
are any insnperable difficulties, There is a
continuous decline in the contry all the way
along the course of the river, and whilst in

some parts the bed of the river is too wide, -

yet for great distances the banks are well
defined. There seems to be nothing against,
and much in favour of, a system of locks
at the various points. Given these, a big re-
servoir at the highest point could be pro-
vided, the flow from which would reach those
parts to which the. water backed up by loeal
locks could not be conducted. As I remarked
jnst now, some 20 years ago the late Lord
Forrest placed £20,000 on the Estimates for
improving the Avon River. That vote was
allowed to lapse. When I was down at the
Water Supply Department this moming, I
wag shown plang demonstrating that a good
deal of work which I am proposing has al-
ready been brought into existence. It has
evidently been in the mind of somebody of
wide outlook that it would be practieable to
convert what in the summer time is & geries
of water holes into a continzous stream.
fact of so much preliminary work having
been carried ont removes a good deal! of ob-
jeetinn to my proposal. A lot of preliminary
survey work has been done and levels taken,
‘and it is now really more a question of
finding out what the cost of any prac-
ticable acheme would rn to. I ask
in  my motion that the  engineers,
when making their estimates of costs, shall
give one estimate of the work as a whole
and ‘another of the work in sections. Work
akin to this which I am bringing under the
notiee of the House was that of the Northam
weir. Some years ago Mr. W. D. Johnson,
the then Minigter for Works, in conjunction
with the townapeople of Northam, decided
to build that weir. Although this is a much
smaller scheme ‘than the proposal to lock the
Avon River, it has a hearing on the subject.
The water at Northaem is not nsed for irriga-
tion purposes, and yet it has proved to be of
great financial assistance to the town in
providing a seupply for the electrie light

works and & flonr mill, It has been usged in a -

way that was not anticipated at the time it
. was stored up there.
Mr. Hickmott: Is the water fresh?®

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It comes down in the
winter containing abont 33 grains of salt to
" the gallon. The danger point iz 100 grains,
and after this the water becomes too salt and
the land on which it is used is rendered unfit
for cultivation. At the time when the Nor-
tham scheme was first started, it was said

. this nature have been overcome,
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that the water would not last out the summer,
This prediction has proved a Ialse one, be-
e¢ause at the end of the driest summer there
has been a fine hody of water left and the
river bed has mever been found to become
dry. It would be quite possible to make out
a good c¢ase for impounding the Avon River,
The length involved would be about 100
miles and one can well imagine what such a
stretch of water would mean, It would be a
channe] comnecting the wealth of the agri-
culturdl areas with the metropelis, and would
open up a vision of boundless possibilities
for the future. Apart from the aesthetic
point of view, the impounding of the river
would provide a large body of watér which
should be suitable for irrigation purposes.
Let us take the Moree irrigation farm in
New South Wales. They were using artesian
water there and it was rendering the land
unfit for cultivation. They got experts to
tackle the problem and various remedies
were tried to overcome the diffienlty. To-
day as a result of experiments they are
growing fruit trees, vegetables, maize, wheat
for hay and other grain, barley,.oats, in fact
all the cereals it is possible to grow. There
are many other places where difficulties of
There ia &
very big problem in fromt of the State as
to what will be done with a good deal of
our country, because of the alkaline nature
of the water and the soil. In Californis there
were large stretches of country on which it
was impossible to grow anything at all
These stretches of eountry were covered with
hlack alkaline deposits which rendered it
impossible to use it. In the San Luis Valley
they were faced with a problem which must
have been very much like that sometimes
mentioned by the member for Nelson in re-
gard to the rooting’ up of a certain orchard.
Below the surface they had a helt of
alkali formed on the top of a quick-
pand, and the land beeame so satu-
rated with salt that they ecould - de
nothing with it. They tried all methods of
eultivation, drainage, mulehing and flooding,
but nonc of these things were of any use.
Finally, at the suggestion of Professor Hil-
gard, they put a few ghots in and after they
had done so they flooded the land and the
salt was washed away through the holes, To-
day the land is producing fine crops.

Mr. Bmith: You might lose the Avon River
altogether, if you put a few shota into it.

Mr. GRIFFITH8: I do not think so. If
wa give the Avon River a length of 100
miles and a width of 20 miles over which the
irrigation scheme would operate, we shonld
have 214 million acres of irrigable land.
This would be worth, on a conservative esti-
mate, £20 per aecre, or be worth £1 per acre
annually. Based on 150 acres to a family,
50,000 families could be accommodated on
this area. This should produce wealth
amounting to at least £10 per acre per
annum, This js not & new country or one
which is far from the metropolis. It lies
along existing lines of railway and possesses
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all the utilities of civilisation such as schools,
- halls, churches and water supply, ete. This
land is within a few hours rail of the eapital
and is close to the main line to the gold-
flelds and other centres of population. We
are often complaining becanse our rail-
ways do not bear a fair share of the
burden, in that, owing to our small popula-
tion, they are not carrying as much in the
way of goods as they shoumld carry. If such
a scheme as this could be brought into exist-
ence, the position should be very quiekly
remedied in this -section. I am glad to say
that more attention has been paid te this
matter of late than has been paid to it in
the past. The department had a letter of
mine in March last and as a result of this
they are devoting more attention to the
gauging of the river and the amassing
of data. I was rather flattered when
I looking through the reports this morn-
ing to find that an inquiry I had made had
had some effect in ereating a little more ac-
tivity in regard to the scheme, and in bring-
ing to light a little more data than had
hitherto been available. The Avon valley is
# country which is wnsurpassed, and if 1irri-
gation conld, only be brought into operation
it would be a great wealth producer. In
(alifornia they have an excellent elimate bot
careful irrigation methods have had to be
resorted to. They have had to adopt a par-
tieular policy there in conpection with their
citrus trees to counteract the loeal conditions
of dvy heat and little rain by taking the
water to the orchards. One of the greatest
objections to the damming of the Avon River
is that the water comes down in enormous
bodies from the Salt River in heavy flood
times from the Yilgarn and naturally brings
with it a great deal of the salt lying in the
back country. It comes into the Avon soire-
where about Beverley. The member for Hev-
erley (Hon. T. F. Broun) pointed out to me
that this was one of the great contaminating
sources of the river. Other creeks also bring
down a lot of salt that is lying in the coun-
try. This sort of thing is not new to West-
ern Australia but is found all over the world.
Wherever, irrigation works have been started
it has been found that thia question of salt
has to be carefully attended to. In the
shallow deposits of “water the sun evaporates
the water and leaves the salt behind and the
salt gradually acenmulates until, in a heavy
rainfall, it is swept on inte the next channel
‘of water. It might even be possible that the
Balt River stream might be diverted. I have
stood on the bridges over the river in winter
time and have watehed the immense bodies of
“‘water going to waste, and have thought that
if it conld bé banked up thé salt contents of
the river would he so dispersed over a large
body of water as to be readered harmless
for irrigation purposes. Even in the ease of
fresh water there is often tronble with salt.
People have been using the water in the
Coolgardie scheme and have found, after a
too lavish use of it, and because the ground
bas not had sufficient tillage or drainage or
mulching, that sal{ conditions have been set
up which have been fatal to fruit-trees and
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vegetation. My idea is to cause greater ac-
tivity to be faken in regard to this question.
The department has accumulated a good
deal of knowledge on this subject, and T
presume they are possessed of information
which would take me hours of patient and
toilsome work to gather together, bui they

* should have all this at their finger tips., This
matter should be taken up serivusly by the
irrigation experts and other officers of the

departments and thoroughly gone into, so
that the whole position may be studied ecare-
fuily. Old settlers on the Avon will affirm
that 20 years ago the water was much
fresher than it is to-day. TIn many of the
pools the water was drinkable and most of
it equld be used for stoek., Bui the whole-
sale cutting down of timber has reslly taken
away oné of those faetors which help to keep
the wafer fresh. In congequence of the
wholesale destruction of the York gum, many
of the pools have become more saline, I
can bring to mind in the Kellerberrin dis-
trict the fact that a Mr. Perry pointed out
tn me some years ago that he had stripped
o creek of all shrubs and tfimber, and the
salt had risen from the creek and had spread
over 20 acres of Jand. I was at the same
place three years later, and noticing the
ehange, inquired what bad become of the
salt. Mr. Perry had allowed the shruby and
suckers to grow again and the salt disap-
peared. The growth had absorbed the whole
of the salt. A preat deal of the salt is
plant food. I have seen elsewhere that by
permitting native plants to grow, the salt
tromble has disappeared. This could be fol-
lowed along the creeks and tributaries of the
Avon, and in bringihg that about the For-
estry Department and the setilers conld co-
operata in planting the York gum and other
trees along the banks of the creeks. There
should be no trouble in carrying that out,
and the result would be the absorption of the.
galine matter. If the experts direeted their
attention to this mafter, they would be sure
to find something which would inapire them,
and the result would be that they would
seeure information which wonld enable ae-
tion to be taken in the directiox of removing
whgt I consider to be a diggrace, namely the
permitting of such an enormous quantity of
water to run to waste year after year. I~
wrote to the Minister for Works in Mareh
last, and he replhed that he would make avail-
able the fullest information on the subject
of the damming of the Aven River, but on
going to .the Aprienltural Department it
seemed to me that those responsible there
had become resigned to the fact that it was
not possible to de anything in regard fo the
damming of the river. They state there that
thousands of aeres will be flooded if the
diver is dammed and that the salt water will
contaminate the country to snch a degree
that it would be impossible to do any goed
with the water. On inguiring as to what had
been dome and what experiments had been
made we find that the testing of the water
has only been carried out in a haphazard
way. Nothing of a systematic natore has
been done and in that way it is Impossible



to form a proper estimate as to whether the
water can be made uwse of or not. Mr. Bax-
ter, the Honorary Minister, in replying to a
letter from me on the 12th March wrote—
Regarding the use of the water from the
Avon River for irrigation, I enclose eopy
of amalyzes of samples of water taken
: from various localities in the Avon River
and which were forwarded to the Depart-
ment by the Government Analyst in July
last. Commenting on this the Irrigation
Expert of this Department has stated that
the results of the analyses taken demon-
strate clearly that the water is not suit-
able for irrigation purposes. He points
out that root crops such as mangels, ete,
might be grown succcessfully for a short
period if the land were well drained, but
he does” not think it would be a payable
propégition over a term: of years,

He then goes an to give the several analyses

of water taken at various pools. All of these
show a big percentage of salt, but they are

Jifferent from the analyses that I have and .

whieh were made at different ‘times of the
vear, That is why I ask that independent
analyses should be made of the water taken
at different places, at different depths and
at different times of the year. The returns
‘which T received from the Water Supply
Department this morning show that the
galinity in the water is as low -asg 63 grains
to the gallon, In some cases it is a little
over 100, and as high as 183, while in &n
isolated case it went to 314, These figures
were taken at various times of the year.
We should be better able to judge what is
actually the- case if we had complete -data.
No doubt so far as the analyses which have
been presented are concerned, what I suggest
would be a -hopeless proposition, but other
figures which I have show that there is
reagon to hope that something can be domne
by ‘holding -back the water. Mr. Mann, the
Government Analyst, at a Northam funetion
recently, was reported in.the ‘‘Northam
Advertiser’’ to have made use of these re-
marks: — .
Last .year when he had been travelling
around in econnection with the establigh-
ment of an Agricultural College, one of
tha. things to be decided upon was, a
favourable area for the growing of fodder
crops, and he had been greatly attracted
by the flats on the banks of the Avon River
between Northam and York, Experts
from Perth had come wp and they were
agreed upon their suitability. There was
one great difficulty, however, and that was
the question of water irrigation. The
pools along the Avon were very salty—
more so than they had thought, for no re-
cord had been kept, as might have been
expected in such a district. From experi-
ments he had conducted in his laboratory
he had found that the water confained 300
grains of salt to the gallon, and it was
generally accepted that water with over
100 graing of salt to the gallon was an-
suitable for irrigating purposes. He con-
tended, however, that if the diffienity was
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properly studied it ecould be overcome. The
solution was at their door. The only data
regarding the river were figures in connec-
tion with the amount of water that flowed
over the weir at Northam,
In looking through the figures supplied o
me, I notice that 103 billion gallons was the
overflow for one month, That was July
1917. As a matter of fact the actual over-
flow during 1917 was 212 billion gallons,
more than double. The report of Mr. Mann’s
remarks went on—
In flood time over 103,000,000,000 gallons
went over, and when the river was in
flood the pevcentage of salt was very much
reduced. The water Trad heen tested and
showed as low as 53 grains-to the- gallon,
but he thought more complete figures
should be obtzined. He desired to get
Mr. Hampshire’s opinion on the flats
already mentioned before making any
representations to the Government. 1If by
imprisoning the water at different points,
as it came down, they could reduce the
salinity, the river would be admirably
suited for the irrigation of the flats, Tt
seemed 1o him that the thick growth aleng
the banks was cansing obstruetion, and the
roots of the trees forming silt.
In regard to that matter, people who live
along the river bank are in aceord with Mr.
Mann. They say that a good deal of the
growth along that river is doing good by
eliminating the salt from the water, The
report continnes— ’
Could the river be cleared of -these
obgtacles, and the channal cleaned, they
waould obtain a flow, which would epable
them to.flush the river to- an extent never
before contemplated, and ' if it were
flushed regularly, it would eause a perman-
ent improvement in the land, Tn support
of this theory, Mr. Mann instanced an
example of sluicing that had been carried
ovt at Mundaging (when the water showed
signs of becoming too salty) with £xcellent
results, and maintained that what had
been done there eould also he acecomplished
here, although it might take one or two
years.
Hon., members will be surprised t¢ know
that the Mundaring Weir was getting very
ealty and it was found necessary to open
the gluice gates. [In conversation with Mr.
de Garis, who is at present in this Biate,
I learned that land along the Murray River
had bheen sold for as much as £300 an acre
for irrigation purposes. That is what makes
me 80 keen to see whether we cannot do
something in a similar direction.
Mir. Smith: And submerge the country.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: T have heard that ar-
gument before and though T o not profess
to be an engineer, T contend that if a dam
is built as suggested at the highest point, 1
do not sae where the flooding can happen.
Mr. 8mith: If you build dams you mus:
submekge a lot of the country.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tt has been argued at
York that the damming of the river would



L oon It is idle

706

fiood the lower part of the town. On the
_ other hand, I-have heard arguments to the
contrary, and I have moved this motion
with the desire of arriving at the true facts
of the ease Erem an engineering point of
view, .

Mr. Pickering:
depth of the river? .

Mr. GRIFFITHS. Burlong pool is about
23 feet deep. The Mile pool on the ‘other side
of York is 1% miles long, and that water i8
only brackish, ‘There is a yreat body of
water and a succession of these- pools, and
the pity of it i8 that they are not utilized.

My, Smith: What about the salt?

Mr.. GRIFFITILS: Even with thé meagre
details we bave, we are able to say that the
galt runs as low as 53 grains and ae high
as 300 graing. The river has been tested in
‘only a few places, and it seeins to me al-
ways in the same places, round about Bur-
_ ges’s Siding, on the Mortlock River, and at
;. .two or three places near York. "1 ask for a
thorough and systematic examination and
for samples to be taken and analyses made
8o that we ghall have’ complete data to work

What is the maximom

Perth (Mr. Smith) to talk about the water
. being too salt. We must not despair ou
that ‘aceoimt. In other parts of the world
greater difficulties have been
with and successfully overcome. In regard
to =l irrigation work we 'have been too
glow. We have a man coming from Victoria
who is going to show us how to go about
gettling our land.

Mr. Pickering: He is not suggesting irri-
gation. - ) .

Mr. GRIFFITHH: Yes, he is, but from
dams. -That, howaver, is a different proposi-
tion. ’ '

. Mr. Smith: He was talking about sugar.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1f I can commend to
the attention of the Lands Department and
of soil chemists and experts the problem
of the salt lands of this State, I ghall feel
that I have not laboured in vaim. Various
remedies could be brought to bear upon
the salt problem, There are chemical anti-
dotes and, in some places where salt has
proved troublesome, lznd plasters of gypsum
and lime have proved successful. Salt has
also heen eradicated by means of vegetable
growth, such as gums and shrubs, saltbush,
lucerne, sorghum, and beet. At the Moree
artesian irrigation farm the salt diffienlty
has been overcome by wise and careful cul-
tivation of plants adaptable to that parti-
_cular country.

Mr. Green: Did vou ever try sweet nitre
on that bad water?

- Mr. GRIFFITHS: At abeut the time 1
gave netice of my motion T saw On a hews:
paper poster board in large bold capitals—
ttDa Garis may settle in the West—Here
there is room for many Milduras.”’ An
article appeared in that bright little sheet
which is headed ‘‘One hundred per cent.
Australian,’’ namely, the 1all”? Mr.
de (aris was interviewed by a representa-

for the member for North .

‘in  support of "~ what
contended- 144

| ASSEMBLY.]

tive of the “‘CGall,’’ and the following is
the report:—

“I am looking forward to seeing Een-
denup all right, and, to use an American-
ism, I have a boneh that I’ like it. The
property has an acreage of 50,000 acres,
and we have big plans with regard to it.'’
A gort of Millura of the West?’'—
¢ Well, something like that, and T have
the confidence in Western Australia and
its :possibilities to know that the most am-
bitious project in primary production is
bound to.come off all right if properly
handled.’’ “‘The parcelling out and set-
tling of Kendennp sill be a huge pro-

.pogit.ioni”—“Yea, a model settlement,
rmiling landscapes and all things poetieal
and practical are in our Visien .and, if

Kendenup justifies our expectations, the

scheme will be put into operation right

away.!’ .

The Honorary Minister: And Gascoyne
will be only a circamstance.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The extract c¢on- .
tinues— o ’

Take it from me

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! What has that
to do with the meotion?,

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- I am quoting this
can be done in
regard to land which at present is carry-
ing - about -~ seven people and 7,000 sheep.
On that land it is expected to settle 7,000
peorle. I wish to awaken interest im -the
possibility of utilising this river, the flats and
the banks, so that it shall carry ten or
twelve times the population it is earrying to-
day. The extract continues—

Take it from me, the people of Western
Australia haven’t yet awakened fully to
the possibilities of their own land. But
vou will hear more about Kendenup when I
have scen it I said when I was
here before, and I am more than ever
convinced of it, the West has o many re-
sources, so mauy opportunities, so. much
wealth strewn broadeast that Westerners

- themselves can hardly realise it.

He was asked whether he was going to settle
here, and he replied that probably he would.
He was asked, *You do not feel that you
will be wasting your time here?’’ and his
reply was, {'Not at all. The West i3 a land
capable of containing many Milluras, and
are we out to try to give it the first.’’ This
gentleman went to Mildura, and thovgh Mil-
dura was famous hefare his advent, he de-
monstrated to the people of that settlement
the great possibilities of the place. He in-
angurated a co-operative scheme such as the
people in their wildest flights of imagination
had never dreamed of. T should like to see
something of the same apirit of enthusiasm
manifestedl among our peovle in their attitnde
towards the possibilities here awaifing reali-
sation. I have not brought forward this
motion with any ides of wasting the time of
the House. 1 have devoted many months to
research for data, and I have mnot quoted
onme tithe of what I have ‘collected, but I
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think [ have given enough
members. My object is to get this
matfer inquired into, and I hope mem-
bere will realise that there may be more
+ .in  this. proposal than at first glance
meets .the eye. There are possibilities
which-should be tested and investigated. The
department evidently think there 13 some-
thing in it. Possibly the scheme may he too
big for us at the present time, but we can
at any rate proceed with the colleetion of

to satiafy

information in a systematic way, which in-.

Sformation will prove a useful gnide. This
edurse will not entail great expense, and it
will have the advantage of proving whether
‘the scheme i3 practicable. T ask the House to
- aceept the motion. '

) Un motion by the Premier dcbate ad-
journed. T .- :

MOTION—PRICE FIXING, AUSTRA-
. LIAN COMMODITIES,

Mr. MULLANY
move—

That .in' the opinion of this House the

(Menzies) ) 16.3]: I

practice of making world’s parity a basis

for fixing prices of commodities produced
and comsumed in Auatralia is unsound, and
that cost of prodnetion and forwarding to
market should be the factors considered
in fixing ‘such prices. .

" T am fully aware that I am proposing to deal
with a very debatable subject, and one which
is worthy of earnest conmsideration by all sec-
tions of the community, including private
citizens as well as members of this Assem-
bly. At the outset let me, if I can, remove
an bmpression which I believe exists in the
minds of representatives of Western Austra-
lian ‘wheat growers, that wheat would be the
only commodity affected by the carrying of
this motien. :

The Honorary Minister:
parityd

Mr. MULLANY: T shall have to refer
the Honorary Minister to the political organ-
isation .that comtrols him., - The organisaztion
in question make a lot of noise about world’s
parity, and elaim that they have a right
to it. The Minister representing the organ-
tsation making that claim now wanm to
know what world’s parity is. If they get
what they are looking for, it will mean more
serious trouble than Australia has ever had
to face. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They will get more
than they bargain for.

My, MULLANY: Muck more.

Mr. Pickering: Does this mwotion apply
to sandalwoodf

Mr. MULLANY. Yes, and to coal, copper,
hides, hot air, and other things. The terms
of the motion are wide emough to embrace
all the products of Western Australia, or
even of Australia. T have purposely worded
the motion so as to include all commodities
produced in Australia. I know perfectly well
that the Parliament of this State has no

What is world’s
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power to fix the prices of commeodities pro-
doeed in other parts of Australia; but the
motion has a wide significance and applies to

“all Australia, and not to one State only. I

feel sure tbat if the motion is carried, the
Government will apply the prineiple, so far
as they can, to all commodities comsnmed
in Western Australia. The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr, Johnston) is one of
the foremost advocates of world’s parity for
the farmers; but this motion does not deal
with farmers only, but wifh all Western
Australian producers, The effect of the
motion, if carried, will be to extend the
principle of arbitration, which already ap-
plies to the worker, to those who require his
lahour. The Prices Regulation Commission
will be absolutely belpless and useless if we
admit the prineiple of world’s parity, In
that -case the Commissioners will only be able
to make the taxpayers of this State pay their
salaries, without giving those tazpayers any
return. The motion seeks to apply the prin-
ciple of arbitration to those who are engaged
in farming, marufacturing, and mining, or
in producing any articles whatever in Aus-
tralia, TUnder existing circumstances, the
Arbitration Act compels the worker, who has
only his labour to dispose of, to accept the
decision of the Arbitration Court as to the
price of his labour.

Mr. Pickering: That is his London parity.

Mr. MULLANY: How the member for
Bussex has got on to that line of reasoning
I do not know.

‘Mr. Johmnston: Will the motion apply to
gold? . '

Mr, MULLANY: Yes. I am sure that
avery man engaged in the goldmining indus-
try would be pleasel if thia motion were
carried and its principle applied to that in-
dustry, because the cost of production and
of conveying to market woud be the factors
considered in fixing & price. If that principle
were applied to gold, the price of gold would
now bhe something like £10 per ounce. The
worker cannot get away from the deecision
of the Arbitration Court as regards the price
of his labour, and the basis on which the
Arhitration Court works is the cost of living.

Mr, Maley: Is the worker prepared to gell
his labour for less than it is worth?

Mr, MULLANY: He is not allowed to
get what his labour is worth. The Arbitra-
tion Court fixes what he is to get for his
labour, and the court works on the basis of
the cost of living, The member for
Greenough (Mr. Maley) talks about what
the worker’s labour is worth, I asgk, worth
to whom?

Mr. Maley: Worth to him. .

Mr. MULLANY: The worker must aecept
the decision of the Arbitration Court, which
is based upon the cost of living, or, in other
words, what will be sufficient recompense to
keep the worker in such a physical condition
as will enable him fo deliver the goods
which, under the terms of his employment,
he has contracted to deliver, namely his
lakour,
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.Mr. Maley: You must bear in mind that
wheat is the farmer’s wages.

Mr, MULLANY: We all know that. The
motion, if earried, would simply mean that
the fellow workers of the ordinary worker
would be placed on the same basis as he is
on. The railway man, the miner, the navvy,
must accept the decision of the Arbitration
Court- based upon the cost of living. We
want to apply the same principle to the
worker who does not work for a direet wage
but depends for the recompense of his labour
upon the sale of his product. This motion
seeks to place the man working for himself,
conducting a busipess, or producing some-
thing which the community needs, upon the
same bagis as the man who has only the one
commodity of his Jabour to eell.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr. MULLANY: Before tea I was dis-
cussing the fact that the AThitration Courts
of Anstralia take the cost -of living as 2
basie for wage fixing. I have never heard
of an Arbitration Court judge in Australia
taking the rate of “wage in overseas coun-
tries as a basis for wages in Australia. That
being go, I wish to &sk why sghould the
worker who does not sell his labour direet,
who depends upon the sale of his product as
a recompense for ‘his labour, why should he
be placed on & different footing from that
of his fellow worker who is working for
wages direct? Why should 'the primary pro-
ducer in Australia demand Leondon parity
as a basis on which to fix the price of his
product? We bave a number of price fixing
commissions in' Austrd#lia, one appointed by
the Pederal Government and, I believe, one
in each of the States. In my opinion the
Prices Regnlation Commission in Western
Australia is praetically useless. All it can
do is to endeavour to ascertain the landed
cost of imported goods and from that check
retail traders who may be endeavouring to
make tndue profits out of the distribution
of these goods, The Commissioners are not
permitted to touch the vital point, namely,
the cost of production of locally grown éssen-
tial commodities which the people must have.
If there is a demand for those commodities
overseas, and if the commodities can be ex-
ported the Ceminissioners mnst take as 2
basis the price which those commodities will
bring in the overseas markets. As an illus-
tration take firewood for local consumption.
The Prices Regulation Commissioners have
definitely fixed the price for thia commedity.
But if this commodity could be exported they
would not be permitted to de this, but would
have to take the world’s parity as a basis. I
have not seen the proprietors of woodyards
in the metropolitan area wearing diamonds
or .riding in motor cars. They are kept down
to the mark by the Prices Regulation Com-
mission,

Mx. -
there.

Thomsor: There is no eomparison

-ciple is unsound.
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Mr., MULLANY: But the point ie that
while the Prices Regulation Commission can
go into details ag to the cost of production
of firewood in the metropolitan area, - this
commodity not being exportable, in respect
of commodities which lend themselves to ex-
portation it is claimed that, mot the cost of
production, but the price overseas, should be
taken inte consideration. I say this prin-
Amongst the essential
commodities suitahle for export are leather,

. wool, butter, coal, dried fruits, meat, and

wheat. I realise that there are diffienlties in
the way of arranging a system under which
those commodities could be made available
to loeal ‘consumers at a price which would
allow a reasonable profit to the producer and
at the same time prevent any producer or
group of producers from exporting the whole
of their produet and securing thé higher
prices available overseas, Frobably it would
mean an extension of the pooling system to
embrace those commodities, But I believe
that if the principle were admitted, those
difficulties could be overcome. Take leather:
I think I am correet in saying that in pre-
war days leather eculd be purchased in West-
ern Australia at 2s. per lb., whereas to-day
it costs 5s. 6d. per 1b. Will any hon. mem-
ber say that the cost of that commodity has

-gone up to so great an extentf{ But this is

the paosition: at various time sales of hides
are held in Western Awustralia- Foreign
buyers there bid in open competition, The
wrole market is controlled by the price which
oversea buyers are prepared to pay. Here
the Prices Regulation Commissioners come
in. - They are not permitted to touch the
vital point; the cost of producing those hides;
the most they are permitted to do is to ascer-
tain the price which those hides bring in the
open market. They can then follow the hides
through the tannery, taking the cost of tan-
ning, and follow the leather until it is in the
shape of the finished boot. Bui the damage
is done before the Prices Regulation Com-
missioners are permitted to have any say;
it was done at the original sale of hides.
Here agaiu it is not the cost of production,
but the price the hides will bring overseas,
which is taken into consideration. Much the
same thing applies to wool. Wool sales are
held in varions centres, and here again the
price of the commodity is established, Un-
fortunately we have very little wool manu-
facturing in Australia, “although it is pleas-
ing to know that of late years some progress
has been made in this direction. If we ad-
mijt the principle of price fixing, the Prices
Repunlation Commissioners should be abla to
ascsertain approximately the cost of produc-
ing the wool and, from that basis, fix the
price of the manufactured articles.

Mr. Johnston: What would you give the
squatter as a living wage?

Mr. MULLANY: That would be for the
Prices Regulation Commissioners to say—
what profit he should have on his commodity.
Butter is in much the same position, In the
Fastern States they do not take the cost of
producing this commodity; it is comtrolled
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by the price being paid for buiter in Eng-
land.

Mr .Underwood: Or in Germany.

Mr. MULLANY: And that price is largely

conirolied by the Danish market. To suit
their own purpose the Danish profiteers have
held up the gupply for some time, all of
which has its effect, just as a bad season in
.Denmark would have, on the prices in Aus-
tralia which, clearly, are fixed by conditions
obtaining in other parts of the world.

Mr. Smith: What would you do if the cost
of produetion was greater than the price
obtainable overseas?

Mr. MULLANY: If the hon. member will
rend the motion, he will see that it imposes
no time limitation. I am prepared to admit
that if the London parity was lower than a
price which would give a fair and reason-

able profit té the Awustralian producer, we.

should be entitled to say that we would give
the Awustralian producer a fair and reason-
abie profit. .

Mr. Pickering: And that is as far as youn
can go.

Mr. Johnston:
drought year? .

Mr. MULLANY: I will déal with that
later on. Amother commedity is locally pro-
duced eoal. The Collie coalfields are now
producing praetically all the coal we require
in Western Australia. The ‘‘West Ausira-
lian’? in its leading article to-day claims that
the proprietors of the Collie coal mines have
just as sound a eause to demand world’s
parity as has any other section of the com-
munity.

Mr. Thomson:
eomparison.

Mr. MULLANY: I should like the hon.
member to show why it is so ridiculous. Coal
is one commodity

Mr. Thomson:
produce.

Mr. MULLANY: If the price obtainable
in other parts of. the world for coal is con-
siflerably higher than is being paid to the
‘Collie coal proprietora, then those proprietors
have just as sound a claim to London parity
" as bas any other section of our community.
It does not require very much consideration
to realise the position the State would be in
if that claim were admitted. It would
gimply stop every industry operating in
‘Western Ausiralia. There is another pro-
duet of thizs State in whieh we are taking a
leading part In the world’'s produetion,
namely dried fruits, su¢h as currants,
sultanas, etc. We are producing more than
sufficient for loeal requirements. Most bon.
members have heard of the Australian Dried
Fruits Association operating in Mildura and
Renmark distriets, of Viectoria and South
Australia respectively. This assoeiation con-
trols the bulk of the dried fruits produveed
in those States.

Mr, Underwood: And this State.

Mr. MULLANY: This association was
placing its eommodities on the open market
at what it thonght to be a fair and reason-
able profit on the cost of prodoetion, but it

Would you do that in &

An absolutely ridienlons

Which costs nothing to

was found that food speculators were buy-
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ing up practically the whole of the product
and exporting it to other countries at a big
profit. T believe that some of the speculators
made Jarge fortunes out of this traffic. So
acute did the position becomo that the
agsociation requested the Federal Govern-
ment to place some restrictions upon the ex-
port of the commodities. They put their
case fairly and elearly that it was not to the
interests of the consnming public of Aus-
tralin that these food speculators should bo
allowed to operate in thizs way. The associa-
tion said quite frankly ‘' We can supply this
commodity at a reasonable profit to our-
selves and at a lower price tham it is bring-
ing in the world’s market to-day.’” TUn-
fortunately, the Federal Government refused
to place these reatrictions upon the export,
with the resnlt that, in order to protect the
growers, the association had to raise the
price of the products to the eomsumers of
Augtralia. Does not this illustrate clearly
the justice of the case put forward in the
motion? Why should we, as representatives
of the people, allow the people to be robbed
in this way by food speculators? I give
every gredit to the association and producers

-who endeavoured to take thiz actiom, and T

believe I conld not give a better illustration
of the justice of the wase I am puiting for-
ward to-might than this. We know that the
price of beef on the hoof in the metropolitan
markets ig higher than it -shonld be, and that
those engaged in stock raising are making
more money than they are entitléd to make
out of the publie. It will no @oubt be in-
teresting fo- hon. members to listen to an

.extract from an article published last week

in the ‘‘West Australian’’ It is a state-
ment niade by the Honorary Minister (Hon.
C. F. Baxter) in connection with the opera-
tions of the Wyndham Medt Works and
deals with last season’s output. It ia as
follows—

The Honorary Minister for Agrienlture
(Mr. C. 'F. Baxter) said yesterday that so
far as killing was concerned the Wyndham
meatworks had ceased operations on Sept-
ember 15. Owing to the scarcity of re-
frigerated tonnage the whole season’s pro-
gramme had to be curfailed, and the caitle
treated during the season totalled 18,493,
which was a considerably smaller number-
than had been intended. . In July 1,000
tons of .frozen bLeef were shipped to Lon-
don, and a further comsignment of frozen
beef and other products of the works,
approximating 3,000 tons, was now humng
up pending the securing of refrigerated
space.

People in Western Awustralia are commitied
to a buge expenditure in the establishment
of these works. I remember well when it
was proposed fo establish them, and the
controversy which occurred at the time. The
primary objeet in establishing those works:
was to relieve the sitwation in regard to meat
supplies in the metropolitan area and other
portions ‘of the State. Although the State
has been committed to this vast expenditure,
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we find that there are no less than 3,000 tous

of prime frozen beef in band there awaiting

shipment overseas, and 1,000 tons were sent
from. there during last July, These 4,000
tons of beef would: average something like
three ecarcases to the tom, which means

12,000 earcases of prime frozen beef to be

gent away from Australia by the Govern-
ment at the expense of the consumers of this
State. y . .

Mr. Underwood They are paying £26 for

a poor bullock.

Mr. MULLANY: I femember the Premier.

bitterly attacking the then Premier (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy) because he had made no pro-
-vision for cooling ‘chambers at Fremantle
where the frozen meat could be kept for the
* metropolitan market. Up to the present I
have not heard of any effort being made by
the present Government to establish thewe
chambers at Fremantle. We cannot woander
that other sections of the community desire
to send their products overseas when we find
the Government doing thia sort of thing,
These are matters which require to be placed
before the people. I am surprised at the
Honorary Minister being so frank in telling
the publie what the Government are doing

with the foodstuffs that are being produced, .

and which shonld have been made available
for local econsumption. This is playing
directly into the hends of the local beef pre-
ducers by keeping up the price of meat, The
Premier in his administration of the affairs
of State is feeling the effects of these ab-
-notmally . high prices. The Tailway men
during the last faw weeks have been granted
an incresse, worked out on the cost of living.
This will mean an additional expenditure to
the Railway Department of something like
£310,000 annually in the working of the rail-
ways. .
pending meat supplies overseas he is helping
to inerease the price of meat to the workers
of the State, and that this is operating
against his own interests in putting up the
costa of the =admimstration of his depart-
ments. I do not know that any attempt is
being made to overcome this diffieulty.

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. MULLANY: Are cooling chambera
built to assist the growers to make more
money, or to give the eonsumers cheaper meat
go that they may not be charged fhe extor-
tionate prices they have to pay to-day?

Wheat is a commodity in which we are

perhaps most interested. The Agricultnral
Department have estimated that the produe-
tion of wheat this year will be something
like 17 miltion hushels. T.ast year it was
about 13 million hushels. I will discounf this
amount by two millions, and say that the
estimated production is about 15 million
bushels,

Mr. Pickering:
form an estimate.

Mr. MULLANY: T was given this esti-
mate of 17 million bushels Iagt night by the
Minister for Agrieulture,. but am “taking it
to be 15 million bushels.

It is rather too early to

The Premier must realise that in’

The local consump-
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tion, , allowing for everything, is something
like four million bushels, two millions for
gristing, 1,500,000 for seed purpeses and
500,000 bushels that should be set aside for
local consumption by poultry farmers and pig
ratsers. These two industries require con-
pideration and the consumption there sheuld
be regarded as local comsumptien. Om the

-estimate of 15 million bushels, this would

leave an eXportable surplus of 11 -million
bushels. We have been told that if the far-
mers are not to get the world’s parity for
the wheat retained for local consumption
they will be c¢alled upon fo make a
sacrifice that they should not have to
make in ,the interests of the general
community. I remember that when the
Parliamentary trip was arranged by the
Premier through the agricultural areas, he
announced for the first time that the far-
mer would be paid 5s. per bushel at siding
for his 1919-20 harvest. The farmers were
jubilant; this announcement was the suceess
of the trip. It was given out everywhere and
greeted with cheers. The farmers said;
¢‘Thig is the finest piece of news we have
heard; our immediate futire iz assured and
we can do well on 58 a bushel.”’

‘Mr. Piesse: The cost of preduction has
gone up 25 per cent. since last year.

Mr. MULLANY: T desire to draw atten-
tion to the exact wording of the motion and
it is that the cost of the production sghall
'be taken into consideration. If the cost of
production has gone up asince last year
undoubtedly the price of wheat to the loeal
consumers and fo people overseas has gons
up mueh more. I take the view that the
farmers are not being ealled upon to maka
an undue sacrifice by releaging this com-
parativey small quantity of wheat amount-
ing to less than 4 million bushels out of the
anticipated barvest of 15 millions. As a
matter of fact they should .consider that they
are fortunate in these timea that they are in *
the position that even if the motion be
carried they will be getting a reason-
able priece for wheat consumed locally
and the London parity for their export-
able surplus. Another question to which .
I desire to refer is that of seed wheat. In
reply to a question asked the other evening,
the Honorary Minister said that the require-
ments for seed wheat next year would amount
to something like 134 million bushels. Whilst
seed wheat should be treated as an item of
local eonsumption it is largely a matter of
exchange between established farmers. Many
of those established farmers will have their
own seed wheat and many will exchange the
wheat or they will purchase from each other.
There is ome section of the farming com-
munity, however, who, T think everyone will
freely admit we should assist, namely the
men now engaged in clearing the land and
getting it ready to grow wheat next year.
Amongst that section we know that there is
a considerable number of returned soldiers.
If our wheat growing friends are going to be
successful in establishing their elaim to the
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world’s parity for the wheat that they can
produee, it will mear that the new farmers
whom we propose to be so anxious to
see firmly established on the land will
be -starting their next year’s operations
by paying 6s. a bushel more for their
seed wheat than will the old estab-
lished farmer. These men have been put
on the land—mauy of them returned soldiers
—and there is no doubt if the world’s parity
is going to be admitted we will handicap
those' men in comparison to the old estab-
Lished farmers for whom the State haa done
so much in the past. With regard to the

. poultry’ farming and pig raising industries

I claim that all sections of the community
have interests in common, and the Governm-
ment have been endeavouring by every pos-
sible means to put them on a sound footing.
Mr. Pickering: By promoting egg-laying
competitions.
Mr. MULLANY: T believe the hon. mem-

- ber would_be an admirable judge of an egg.

Jaying competition. 1s the hon, member not
aware of the fact that the State has subsi-
dised and aggisted in varioms centres o es-
“tablish bacon factories? Is he not also aware
of the extremely high price that is being
charged to };]mu]try farmers and pig raisers
to-day for their whezt, and that the price is
practically killing the industry® Are the
- farmers so short sighted that they -cannot
see this? The member for Sussex who is
such a persigtent interjeetor, and who knows
what is going on, has never grown a bushel
of wheat in his life, .

Mr. Pickering: That is wreng.

Mr, MULLANY: Are onr farmeér friends
" g0 blingd to everything outside of their own
immediate advantage that they caniot realise
that this action of theirs is going to be detri-
mental to the best interests of the -progress
of the State? Apgain, we have the question
of the returned soldier, the man -who per-
haps is erippled or iz unfit to carry on a
laboricus occupation, encouraged to take up
pouliry raising. This man is depending
upon 3 supply of wheat to enable him to
carry on operations, If we are to admit the
world’s parity for wheat, the poultry raising
industry will go out of existence.
farmers do not seem to have any sgympathy
for the man engaged in pounltry raising.
They say, *‘The world’'s parity is there, we
are entitled to get it and we do not care who
suffers in the process.’?

Mr. Piesse: That is not the desire of the
farmers.

Mr. MOULLANY: Those engaged in the
dairying industry are dependent during the
summer months, both in the metropolitan
area and on the goldfields, npon the by-
products of wheat with which to feed their
stock. The farmers profess to have the in-
terests of the State at heart, yet they cold-
bloodedly and callously say, ‘*“We do mnot
care what becomes of the dairying industry,
we must get our last pound of flesh.”’ Dar-
ing the forthcoming summer, if these by-
products are not available for our dairying
stoek, particularly on the goldfields and in

But the
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many other places, we shall lose children be-
cause of the fact that the milk that these
children are entitled to get, and which it is
essential they should get, will not be there
on account of the callousness of the farmers
who are saying, ‘‘We are going to get the
last penny of the world’s parity.'’

Mr. Johnston: That is a shocking state-
ment that no one will believe.

Mr. MULLANY: It is a plain statement
of faet. ’

Mr. Johnston: You eannot prove it.

Mr. MULLANY: It is about time that
the people of the State realised that they
have done a greai deal for the farming com-
munity, and the farming community shouid
realise that they are able to get good prices
for their exportable surplus. There can be
ne¢ shadow of doubt, bowever, that the people
who have helped to develop the Btate are
entitled to get a fair and reasonable profit
for the commodities whick the State pro-
duces, I intend to repeat an illustration
that 1 have given before. Take the position
of two men who have fought for their conn-
try and who have returned; one being a
wheat farmer and the other .a gold miner.
Both those men went to the war with the full
sanetion of all sections of the community
and fought to hold thia country for us. Both
are now back engaged in their pre-war
occupations. What is the position as the
result .of the war and high prices which pre-
vailf The farmer finds himself better off
than he ever dreamt he would be. The miner
too iz back in his pre-war oecupation, but
he, on the other hand, finds himself peril-
Ously near starvation because the wages he
is receiving are not sufficient to keep him
and his wife and family in reasonable com-
fort. JTs there any justice in a state of
affairs of that kind? Are we worthy to
occupy positions as public representatives if
we allow that kind of thing to continuef
We are producing commodities and everyone
in the State has a right to have access to
thogse commodities at & reasonable price, I
again desire td speak more particularly. to
the farming representatives in this House
and to ask them——

Mr. Pickering interjected.

Mr. MULLANY: I would not expect the
member for Sussex to know very mueh.
desire to show hon, members that unless they
display sufficient public spirit and allow peo-
ple to have access to the commodities that are
required, at a reasonable price, we shall
never have ‘industrial peace. It is time that
we began to put into operation what we
heard so much about at one time, that when
the war was over we would have 1o go
believed they were going on wrong lines, so
motion is a direct step towards that aim,
and if hon, members wil! take the trouble to
read the motion they will see it makes no
limitation as to time. If wheat were 3s. a
bushel in the overseas markets and if it |
could be shown that it was costing. 5s. to
produce it here, the producer of the ecom-
modity would be entitled to -ask for a fair
and reasonable profit on the cost of the pro-
duetion of the commodity. Members of the
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Country party, or indeed any other party,
must begin to realise that we cannot go on
developing this country and have industrial
peace if existing conditions are going to be
permitted to -continve, Some years ago I
had occasion to differ from the party with
which I had been associated all my life. I
helieved they were going on wrong lines, so
I did not hesitate to -take an action which
I thought right. Having, to an. extent, been
associated with the members of the Country
party for the last two or three years, I am
now going to take an action similar to that
~whieh T previously teok, the reason being,
as before, that I “think they are wrong. L
-do not proféss to see a way out quite clearly,
but T observe that the Premier and his Min-
istry appear to be eontent to sit down and
let things drift, in the fond hope that every-
thing will come right, However, it is elear
that we cannot get throngh by such methods.
The object of my motion is, not to attack
any section of the commumity, but to en-
deayvour to .secure Jnstme for all. TUnless
something of the sort is dome we shiall have
trouble such as we have never dreamt of,
.trouble which I trust will be averted.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [8.16]: I move—
That the .debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with 'I:he
_following result:-—

Ayes 15
N{)es 20
Majority against 5
AYEs., |
Mr, Hroun . Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr. Plesse
‘Mr. Grifiths Mr, Pilkington
Mr, Hickmott: Mr. Thomson -
Mr. Johnston Mr. Veryard
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Hardwick
‘Mr. Money | (Teiler.)
Naokrs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsle
Mr. Brown Mr. Rocke
Mr. Chesson Mre. Smlth
Mr. Davles . Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Durack - Mr. Troy
*  Mr. Foley Mr, Underwood
Mr. Green Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hudson Mr, Wilson
Mr. Jones Mr. ©'Loghlen-
Mr. Lutey {Teller.)
Mr., Mullzny
Motion thus negatived. - _ - -

Mr, PIESSE (Toodyay) [8.22]: The hon.
member no doubt was actuzted by the
best intentions when he moved his motion,
but the wording of that motion renders it
.almost impossible to arrive at the cost of
the production of wheat. He cited the Ans-
tralian Dried Friit Growera’ -Association as

.ber, has cornéred the local produet.

‘seas.

T more.
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having ,controlled the price of dried fruits
to the satisfaction of Australian econsumars,
The hon, member apparently does not realise
that that association, of which I am a mem-
If the
hon. member- will agree to allow the wheat-
grower {0 work on exactly the same methods,

-the wheat-grower will have no ¢aunse for com-
_plaint.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: What do you mean
by cornering the product?

Mr, PIESRE: We regulate the price to
the local congumer and sell the surplus over-
I am now more a farmer than a frait-
grower, and naturally I sm concefned as

‘to what wiil happen in the coming wheat har-

vest. I say most emphatically that it is .not
the desire of the farming community to

,impose London parity on the local consamers.

I defy any member to prove a desire on
the part of the farmers to bring about such
a condition. Take the present pool: the
price of wheat for local consumption has
been 5s. 9d. and 6s. 94, and is now 7s. 8d.,
whereas the world’s market valuye is some-
thing Iike 13s. -

Mr. Smith:
charges?

Mr. PIESSE: The price I quote is the
price offered in this State. There are in the
country buyers offering 13s5. Those buyers,
doubitless, could make a profit on that price
for a certain portion of the coming harvest,
But that would be only a fraction of the
harvest, and it would not be to tbe interests
of the farmers to sell to speculators at this
stage. The farmers are satisfied with the
operations of the Pool, and the majority are
quite prepared to puol their wheat once
I do not know of any meeting of
farmers which has atuek out for the oversea
maxket value for local consumption. This
is a very great question, and my attempt to
seeure the adjournment of the debate was
made because I realised the importance of

What about freight and

‘ the discussion and desired an opportunity to

collect figures which might econvince mem-
bers and the country that we stand on
.ground very different from that which the
mover of the motion would have the House
believe, Take the LAB, farmers: A fow
evenings ago a question was asked in the
House as to the total indebtedness of those
farmers to outside creditors. The reply was
*+£392,000.°’ That is enly a fraction of
their liabilities. When fixing the price of
wheat, the indebtedness of those I1.AB.
farmers would have to be taken into con-
gsideration, otherwise there would be no
possible relief for them from that burden
of debt. As for the farmers having no sym-
pathy with the Bgoldier settlers, the hon.
member failed to realise that if those soldier
settlers gel a good price for their wheat this
year probably they will be able to liquidate
the first cost of their operatmns

Mr. Smith: Why did you raise the price
of wheat to soldier poultry farmera?

Mr. PIESSE: I.do not know whether we
are expected to father the whole of the com-
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raunity, that we should consider every in-
dustry  dependent on the production of
wheat,

Mr. Thomson: Why did you raise the price
ot the “‘Sunday Times’’%

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for EKatan-
ning must keep order.

Mr. PIESSE: Many industries are said
to have a claim on the sentiment of the
farmers, but they have not so strong a claim
as the hon. member would have us believe,

Mr. Smith: Do you not think that the
community deserves comsideration for having
guaranteed the price of wheat to the farmer?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for North
Perth must have some consideration for the
conduct of business in the Honse.

) Mr. PIESSE: Undoubtedly the commumity
“duriag wor -time did. guarantee the farmer

a price that ensured to him a living wage;—
but it must not be forgotten that the far-

mer was charged interest on the assistance
rendered, and pretty heavy interest at that.
I do not propose to go further into this
débate, because I have not had sofficient
time to collect figures, but I assert that the
community have no right to élaim from the
wheat grower an undie consideration in the
matter of the price of wheat. If we have
wheat or any other commodity for sale, I
olaim that we have every right to freedom
in the sale of that produet. It is left to the
board controlling the wheat scheme to fix
the price, to enable people to live at less
than famine rates, and I am confident that
the farmerg will not hesitate fo extend to
the community the consideration due to them.
It is nonsense to talk of starving children, I
know of my own knowledge people in the
farming areas who, up to the pregent time,
have not had sufficient funds to emable them
to clothe their children as they should be
clothéd. © T do not infer that the children
-are clothed in hessian or anything of that
kind, They are comfortably and fairly well
clothed, but an examination of their "homes
reveals a great scarcity of clothing. These
children aré not so well dréssed as are these
in the ecity, but one never hears of com-
plaints from the farmers on that score.” The
farmers are ready to cxtend due considera-
tion to the consumer and I think that when
.the price is fixed for the new secason’s wheat,
there will be no cause to complain in so far
as the farming section is ednecermed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about one &f the
Ministers speaking next? :

Mr. PICKERING: I move—

" That the debate be adjonrned.

Mr. O'Loghlen: No, go on.

Mr. Pickering: Why do not you go onf

~ Motion put and a division taken with the
following result: —
Aves
Noes

(IS B 1

Majority for

g3
AYES.

My, Broun Mr. Pickering

Mr. Draper Mr. Piesse

Mr. Duruch Mr. Pllkington

Mr. George Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Griffiths Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Higkmoit Mr. Thomson

Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Maley Mr. Veryard

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Willmott

Mr, Money Mr.> Hardwicl,

Mr. Muilany (Teller.>
Mr. Nairn -

NoES,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie

Mr. Brown Mr. Rocke

Mr. Chésson ¥Mr. Smith

Mr. Foley Mr, Troy
My, Grgen - —-f  Mr. Willeock

'Mr. Hudson Mr. Wilson

Mr. Jones Mr. O'Loghlen )
My, Lutey (Teller.)

Mofion thus passed; the debate adjonrned.

MOTION—TRAFFIC ACT, FINES.
Mr; GRIFFITHS (York) [836]: I

- Move—

That in the opinion of this House, the
fines inflicted for infringements of the
Trafic Act, 1919, which are being paid
into Consolidated Revenue, should be paid
‘to the local authority initiating the pro-
ceedings, in the same manmer as was done
under the Municipal Corporations Act,
1906, and the Cart and Carriage Lieensing
Act, 1876. :

The local authorities who, under the Traffie
Act, are agents for the Minister, have to
administer the Aet and institute proceedings
and pay the necessary legal fees and ex-
penses, If they are suecessful in the prose-
cution, any eXpenses incurred are refunded
to the local anthorities but, if they are un-
successful, the expense must be borne by the
local authorities. The Crown Law Depart-
ment puts up an absyrd comtention in these
words—

In unjustifiable cases, where it does not
receive the costs, the -favit lies with the
loeal authority for bringing a ease which
‘apparently it was not justified in bringing.

This is the height of absurdity. A case
might be lost through any one of a dozen
cauges, perhaps through a small technical
point and yet, in the words of the Under
Secretary for Law, the prosecution was un-
junstifiable and the local anthority must foot
the bill. Further, the Under Secretary for
Law sets out—

Tt must be borne in mind that the State
has to bear the cost not only of the up-
keep of the court and the necessary staff,
but also of the prisoners:. Where a fine is
not paid, there is an alternative of im-
‘prisonment and the State has to pay for
the keep of the prisoner. Logically I ven-

.
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ture to submit that, if the local authori-
tieg are to receive the fines in question,
then in the event of the fines not being
paid, they should pay for the upkeep of
the prisoner serving the alterna.tlve sen-
tence.

Prior to the passmg of the Tra.ﬂic Act, these
fines formed part of the revenue of the loeal
authority.

Hon, W. C..Angwin: ~What local auth-
ority$ -
_ Mr. Johnston: FEach munieipality.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Municipalities have
not had this revenue for years.

| The Deputy Speaker took the Chait.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister now &x-
.ereises the authority which formerly helonged
to the loeal bedies.. Take the Kalgoorlie
Couneil: [ noticed by the XKalgoorlie
“Miner'’ the other day that the local coun-
eil was making a vigorous protest with re-
gard to this matter. A letter was forwarded
to the Minister as follows—

" This council pays £156 per annum to

an inspeclor to ensure the carrying out of

the provisions of the Aet and regulations.

The fines should be a set off against this -

expense. It has always been so.”

The member for North-Bast Fremantle
denies that. These people ought to know
something ahout’ it. -

. Mr. OLoghlen: I. would back the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle against them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If they have to find
the money, they ought’ to know more than
the hon. member,

The contention of the Under Secretary
for Law that if a local authority loses a
case, it shows it to have been unjustifiable
in taking action iz rather an absurd pro-
position. Jrurther, in regard to his. remark
that were the local authority to receive
the fines, logieally in the event of thé fines
not bemg paid, it should meet the cost of
the alternative semtenece of imprisonment,
does not apply, as the State bears the ex-
pense of keeping the defanlter imprisomed
under other Acts administered by the local
authority or the’ State, and even ordinary
debtors who fail to obey orders of’ the
court.

The Kalgooriie Council puts the case very
pithily when it states—

The loeal anthority has by the new Aet
been deprived of a souree of revenue
whieh helped to meet the expense of main-
taining traffic regulations and undertaking
prosecutions, while any fines go to con-
.solidated revenne, a condition that is.not
- approved by this local authority.

The York Council eircularised all the loecal
authorities throughout the State, and I have
reeeived the following—

From the replies received from the local
authorities all over the State, the whole of
the country districts are solid in their sup-
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port of the protest against fines under this
Act being appropriated to consolidated
revenue.
Recently I asked the Minister for Works the
following question—

Is he aware that, if local governing
authorities are forced to bear the expense
of instituting prosecutions against offen-
ders, which in some cases may turn out
unsnccessful, this will have a tendency to
make local authorities refuse to undertake .
the regponsibility of enfor¢ing the Act?
The Minister for Works: What answer

did I give to your question? .
Mr. GRIT'FITHS: I shall guote that in a’
moment. 1f the local authorities lose a case,
they have to stand the racket. Therefore,
they are not likaly to keep inspectors and go
to the trounble and expense of prosecuting if

.they know that, every time they fail, they

will be out of pocket as a result.
igter angwered my question thus—
Should local authorities neglect to en-
forge the provisions of the Traffic Act as
indicated, they will gain nothing thereby.
If they gain nothing, which I neither admit
nor .deny,. they certainly will .not have to
bear the "expense of unsuceessful prosecu-
tions, The Minister went on to say-—
As, however, they received all fees for the
- licensing of vehieles and drivers, and these
if * regularly collected from all  vehicle
“owners 1ust help considerably in making
and maintaining roads, it is considered not
uvnreasonable for them ¢¢ carry out the
provisions of the Act. )
The reply of the York ecouncil to this is
worth listening to—
- When it ig considered that these fines
under the -various Acts {or parts affected)
which the' Traffic Aet has superseded, were
payable to loeal anthorities, For ingtance,
under the by-laws governing motor traffie,
lights, ete, under the Munmieipal Coxpora-
tions Act, and under the Cart and Carri-
age Lieénsing Aet (which has now heen
ircorporated in the Traffic Aect), fines re-
covered in prosecutions by the local author-
ity were always paid to the local author-.
(ity. The offences are still the same and
‘the local authority takes the risk of pro-
secntions; but because the Minister is nom-
inally charged with the administration of
the new Act; the fines are filched from the
Joeal authority.

The Minister for Works:
Wwe go on.

»Mr. GRIFFITHS: The letter of the York

council continues—

- I should hardly think loeal authorities,
when they realise this ‘‘heads you win
tails I lose’! policy, are likely to provide
salaries for traffic inapectors, legal ex-
penses, ete., for no benefit to themselves.
The fact that the fees for cart, earriage
and other licenses are paid to loeal au-
thorities has nothing to do with the ques-
tion, as these have mlways been so paid,
and quite properly, seeing  that the local

The Min-

We improve as
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authority bears the cost of the upkeep of

the roads, in municipalities at least.
If we turn up the regulations and sge the
manual of the Law relating to road distriets,
on page 16, Regulations Ngs. 132 to 144, we
find that many things are brought under the
Act. There used to be certain fines which
provided a certain amount of revenue, but
the whole of this sum now goes into Con-
.- solidated Revenve. I was present in York
the other day when the police made 2 state-
ment in regard to a certain individual,
and informed the Town Clerk that he must
take action. On the information of the
police the aection no doubt was taken. There
might be every ground for believing that a
conviction will result, but ghould the case
be lost on a techmical point, it-is not justice
that the accredited agent of the Minister
should have brought the ease forward, No
doubt the Minister will admit that even the
metropolitan and suburban local authorities
“are not satisfied. I have a cutting here taken
from the Press during the last three or
four days, concerning .2 meeting of metro-
politar end suburban municipal bodies. These
are trying to arrange a deputation to the
Minister for Works in regard to the collec-
. tion of fines and other matters. I presume
they will deal with the same matter that I
am now dealing with. If these bodies are
disconténted witk all the contributions they
receive in comnection with the main roads
running through their districts, in how much
worse a position are the country loeal au-
thorities who get no such aid? The commtry
municipalities  are having great dQiffieculty
in making ends meet. They will nol
pay for inspectors and go to the ex-
pense and annoyance of instituting pro-
secutions if, when they happen to be un-
successful, they are told that their action
wag unjustified and that they will have to
bear the cost of it. They will nol agree to
bear the cost, or to take unnecessary risk.
I ask the House to support this motion. It
affeets country
equally. These local governing bodies are
doing the same service now as they were
before, only they are working as agents for
the Ministér. These fines are all going into
Consolidated Revenue. The local authorities
will not worry their brains about prosecu-
tions when, in the event of their being wn-
successful, they are called upon to pay the
piper. .

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.53]: I
-did mnot anticipate that this motion. wonld
come on to-might, and I am at a disadvant-
age in that I have not the notes with me
that have been prepared. The hon. member
is within his rights in bringing this matter
forward. It seems fo me extraordinary,
however, that a protest, which atarted first
in the Kalgoorlie council, and went on to
other goldfields towns, should finally have
drifted to the far-famed eity of York and
now be brought forward as a motion by the

and = goldfields districts .
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member for that districii, All these different
local bodies like to handle as mueh revenue
as they can get. ’

Mr, \Griffiths: They do not get muech.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The Gov-
crnment used to subsidise municipalities but
have ceased to do so. My experience is that
whenever there is a chance for these local
authorities to grab funds they do so, The
raling on which we are working to-day is
one which emanates from the Crown Law
Department. When the question was first
broached by the Kalgoorlic munieipal coun-
c¢il T set out the position, as it appeared
to me, for the Crown Law Department, and
their ruling is that which has been read out
hy the hon. member this evening, namely,
that with regard to these fines and penalties,
they go into the revenue of the department
which has to bear all the costa and éxpenses
in cases of prosecution.

Mr, Hudson: In cases of failuref

"The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Crown Law Department and the allied de-
partments have to bear the expensea in con-
nection with the establishment of our police
courts, our stipendiary magistrates, the up-
keep of the police and gaoils, and the feeding
of prisoners, running into a considerable
amount of money. When an offence has beco
committed and the prosecution is suceessful,
if the defendant sither has not the means,
or is averse to paying, the penalty is that
he goes to gaocl. While he is in gaol he is
putting the country to expemse which hag to
be borne by the department concerned.

Mr. Hudson: What about the expense of
the prosecution in such a ease?

The MINISTER FORE WORES: I have
no experience of prosecutions,

Mr. Hudson: But does your department
pay or not?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: We do
not pay because we get nothing out of it.
The Crown Law Department can best answer
that question, If the prosecution is success-
ful and the costs are paid, the prosecutor re-
ceives the costs. If the costs are not paid
and the defendant goes to gaol, T expect the

prosecutor has.to whistle for his money.

Mr. Hudson: If the prosecution faila, who
pays the costs?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I expect
the prosecutor would have to whistle for his
money.

Mr, Hudson: Your department takes the
cogts whem you win and the local authority
the responsibility when it loses?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: My de-
partment does not take one penny.

Mr. Hudson: You do.

Tha MINISTER FORE WORES: No.

Mr, O'Loghlen: It goes into Consolidated
Revenue. :

Mr. Hudson: That is only a quibble,

The DEPUTY SPEAEKER: Order! The
hon. member will have an opportunity of
refuting the Minister’s statements.

The MINISTER FOR WORKES: I am
only giving the statements supplied by the
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Crown Law Department. If the hop. mem-
ber can show that the attitude of that de-
partment is unjust and unfair, he may rely
upon it that the Minister will see that the
matter is placed upon a proper basis, The
Government have no desire that any injuatice
should be done.

Mr. Hudson: The member for York put
& proposition to you which you are avoiding.

The MINISTER FPOR WORES: I am
not trying to avoid anything, The hon.
member must know when the Crown Law
Department give their interpretation of an
Aet, and state what the procedure is, the
Minister can hardly go against them. The
question is not eontirely settled, for I am
still awaiting a reply from the, Crown Law
Department in cosnection with the matter.
Whether it is that the hon. member’s con-
stituents " are tired of waiting, or whether
they have shown him that he has an oppor-
tunity of getting inte the Jimelight in con-
nection with a ease of this sort by throwing
dust and dirt upon the Minister, I do not
know., But I do think the motion is an
attempt to get into the limelight, instead of
allowing a case of this sort to be gone into,
as it is being gone into, carefully and fairly.
The hon. member has seized the opportunity
to pose before the publie as the mighty de-
fender of the rights of munieipalities. He
appeals to the member for Ealgoorlie (M.
QGreen) to assist him in this matter; and yet
I suppose that on the previons question he
would be at daggers drawn with that hon.
member,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is perfectly under-
standable. They might agree on one ques-
tion and Qdiffer on another. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did not
know that. .

Mr. O'Loghien: I did not think you did,
from the way you spoke. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, not being a lawyer I can give no fur-
ther explanation. I can only tell the House
that so far as T am concerned the matier is
not ended, but may still be described as suly
judice. In other words, the Crown Law
Department have not yet replied to a
memorandom I sent them some short time
ago asking for this question to be considered
again’ in order to see whether the points
raised by the Kalgoorlie muniecipal couneil
on the advice of their solicitors hold water
or do not hold water.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.3]: I hold, with the Minister,
that the fines shonld go to the State. The
Btate has to meet the expense of upkeep of
courts from one year’s end to the other, and
the fines are all the Btate receives towards
the vpkeep of the courts. In my -opinion
there would not have been half the prosecu-
tions under the Traffic Act in the city of
Perth formerly had it not been for the fines.
But for the fines we would not have seen
doctors prosecoted for letting their motor-
cars stand in front of patients’ houses. To
me it seems unreasonable on the part of the

[ASSEMBLY.]

lceal anthorities to expect that the State
shall pay the upkeep of magistrates and
police and the Crown Law Department if
the State is not to receive the fines imposed
under the Traffic Aet. Why should these
fines go to the local authorities, who do not
eontribute ome pemny towards the expense
of administering the Actf

Mr. Qriffiths: Do you think it right that
the local authorities should stand the racket
wlen prosecutions are umsneceseful?

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The local authori-
ties have to run the same risk in that re-
spect as a private person. :

Mr, Griffiths: Do you think that the exist-
ing position of affairs tends towards the en-
forcement of the Act} ‘

The DEPUTY SPEARER: Order!

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The existing state
of affairs will prevent the loeal authorities
€rom bringing frivolous cases ‘before the-
courts, as. they have frequently done.

Mr. Griffithe: It will have the effect of
stopping the administration of- the Act alto-"
gether.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If that is right,
the local authorities are mnot fit to hawe .
charge of the adminigtration of an Act, or
charge of a distriet. If the local autherities .
were now rating up to the maximum allowed
to them, they would not be short of funds,
But they will not rate up to the maXimum,
or anything near it. (Conseguently, they are
short of funds for carrying om the work of
their municipalities and distriets: This is
not the first time the question of the disposal
of fines hag come up in this Hounge. I intro-
duced a Bill dealing with the subject some
years ago. In the prosecutions undertaken
by loeal authorities the person principally
concerned in the prosecution is rine times
out of ten a member of the police force; so
that such a prosecution dees not cost the local
authority one penny. In many cases, more-
over, the only person attending the court on
behalf of the loeal anthority iz the clerk to
the local authority, In very few cases does
a golicitor appear on behalf of K a local aw- -
thority. Indeed, a solicitor appears only
when it is a good case from the point or
view of returning a few shillings to the sol-
icitof. On the face of it, it is ridieulous to -
expect that the Crown should maintain the
vourts and the police and all the parapher-
nalia of the law, and that the fines should
go to someone else. If the local aunthoritiea
have genuine cases to bring forward, their
expenses are paid, The Minister for Works
has all the work of the administration of
the Act. An attempt was made to limit the
operation of the Aet to the metropolitan
area, But that proposal did not meet with
favour from hon. memhers. They said, *' No,
we will not have this, The Minister and the
police shall control the traffic throughont the
State.’” TIs it not only right and fair that
when the Crown bear the cost of adminis-
tering an Aet of Parliament, and any person
violates that Aet and is fined, the fine should
go to the Crownt

Mr. Hudson: Put does uot the Minister
delegate some of his powers under the Act?
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister can
appoint town elerks omnd road board secre-
taries inspectors under the Act. But every
police constable is an inspector under the
Aet, and the police do the bulk of the work
connected with the measure. As you your-
#elf, Mr. Deputy Speaker, are aware, outside
the city of Perth the police used to do the
bulk of the work prior to the present Act
-ecming into foree. It was the police who
used to take the names of persons who
offended against traffic legislation. ‘There
‘was mever a town clerk or a road beard
secretary available to take the name of a
person driving at night without a light. My
-experience of the inspectors of local authori-
ties was that they were men who looked for
cases when iun the public interest they should
‘have shut their eyes. T myself was once
caught by one of them. However, that is
‘by the way, I yield to no ome in the House
-ar regards the desire that all funds that ares
justly dme to local authorities should reach
‘them; but I think the action of the Mirister
‘has been correct in this case. The Minister
"has not elaimed anything that does not be-
long to him.

Mr. Huodson: But a good &eal of the werk
is thrown upon. the local anghorifies withount
their getting any compensation, apparently.
- Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The local author-
ities do very little, :

Mr. Thomson: At any rate, they have to
issue the summonges. ‘

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not necessarily.
The policeman does that in nine cases out
of ten. It has been a God-send to the local
guthorities to be relieved of the expense of
employing inspectors to control the traffie,

Mr. Hudson: You are speaking 23 a metro-
politan member. -

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: In the outside dis-
.triets there were no inspectors: to do that
work. The police had to do it, and the State
got nothing for it. But now the police do it
and the Btate gets the revenue in the shape
of the fines. That is why the member for
Tork (Mr. Griffiths) is squealing.
the Minister will stand to his guns and insist
on getting what is justly due to the State to
enable it to earry out the administration of
‘\\the Traffic Aet.

Mr. LUTEY {Brownhill Ivanhos) [9:13]: I
gincerely hope that in this instance the Minister
for Works will abandon his guns and comply
with the request put forward. I oonsider that
the member for York i to be commended for
having brought forward this matter at the

ent junsture.
Mr. Criffiths: But the Minister says I am
only getting into the limelight.
Mr. LUTEY: Ministers are lable to say

that sort of thing. As regards the argnment of
the member for North-Eas; Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin} that the Government take the
neceesary aotion, I can only say that that is net
so as far as Kalgoorlie is oconcerned. An in.

tor is necessary to look after the traffic in

oorlie. If it is correct that the Govern-
ment do practically the whole of the work under
the Act, why does the Act provide that if a
traffic ingpector is appointed by a local authority

I hope:

he mnst wear his badge in a. gonspionons. place,
ond why does the Agt say, “ The badge in to
be as follows,” and them give & design of the
badge ?

Ths Minister for Works : But the local authori-
ties get: all the license fees. .

Mr. LUTEY : That provision in the Act.goea
to show that the looal governing bodies are
responsible for the sdministration of the Traffie.
Act, and that they have to appoint inspeotors
for that purpose. It is done in Kalgoorlie at
the time.

The Minister for Works : But the local govern--
ing authorities get the fees to mest their ex-

penses.

Mr. LUTEY: When tha loeal governing
suthorities initiate prosecutions, they should
receive the fnes. If a looal authority loses &
case, the Govermment, instead of paying
expenses of the prosecution, leave the authority
to- bear them.. On the face of it it looks like
a just request, and on behalf of the Kalgoorlie
bodies I oontend they should get the fines which
are inflicted for breaches of traffio.

Mr.. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [9-17]:.As a

representative of a country constituency, my
experience is practically similar to that of the
hon. member who has just spoken. In Geraldton
an inspeotor was appointed when the Aot came
into force, and duririg the first month or so
after the Aot came into existence there were
nuinerous prosecutions, and in that time the
traffic wos carried on perfeotly. But when the
local anthority failed in & prosecution and found
that they were mulot in costs, they began
to drop the interest they had started to take
in the new law, and things drifted to the ton-
t;.ition they were in before the Aot oame into
orce. '
- The Minister for Works : Do you know that
the looal enthorities have not had these finés
sinoe 1909, and that there is an Act in {orce which
says that they are not to have them ?

Mr., WILLCOCK: I know that the looal
bodies expeoted they would get the fines, beoanse
they became very active when the law came
into force. Proteedings were taken in many
cases and the fraffic became well regulated. Bub
soon afterwards matters drifted again. I under-
stood that the police were going to be responsible’
for these prosecutions. Ji that had been the
oase, the costs of the unsuoccessful prosecutions
would have been borme by the Crown Law
Department.

The Minister for Works : The authorities waunt
to be paid to do their duty.

Mr. WILLCOCK : I am just quoting what has
agtnally happened. If the Government desire
the Act to be properly administered by the
looal -authorities they mnst give those authorities
some incentive, either by saying that the un-
sugcessful prosecutions will be paid for, or else
they may take.the whole of the lines that are
jmposed.

Mr. GREEN (Ealgoorlie) [9-207: [ cannot
let the occasion pass without trying to impress
upon the Minister the one unjust peint in regard
to the matter. In Kalgoorlie there is a special
officer who receives a salary of £156 to carry
on these prosecutions, but if he is not to conduat
prosecntions under the Traffic Aet, that Aot
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night just as well not be on the .statute book.
In some distriots they have special inspestors
to do the work. It seems to'be a case with the
. Government of “heads I win, tsils you lose.”
Ii prosecutions fail the local authorities have to
stand the cost, end if the prosecutions are sue-
cessful the Government take the fines.

. The Minister for Works: Woe do not take the
whole of the money. I am informed that the
pro?eoutor gets his costs, but not when the case
ig loat. -

. Mr. GREEN: Where do the aounncils come
in if they lose & case 7 If they win they do not
get anything, Is that fair ? I trust the Minister
will see his way cloar to arrange that a portion
of the fines that are inflicted may go to the
looal anthorities.
big revenue from the goldfields districts through
the totalisator and other sourees, and we know
also that most of the municipalities are pretty
hard up, though that is not the oase with Kal-

goorlie.
On motion by the Premier, debate adjourned.

MOTION—SHEARERS ACGCOMMODATION

ACT, TO AMEND.

Debate resumed from lst September on motion
by Mr. Green— .
“That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable to amend the Shearers’ Acoommoda
_ tien Aot, 1812,

The PREMIER (Hon. .. MITCHELL—
Northam) [9-28): I listened very attentively
to the remarks of the member for Kalgoorlie
when he introduced the motion. He asked that
the Shearers’ Aesommodation Act of 1912 be
amended, although he admitted that the pas-

toralists, so far as he knew, were obeying the

law. Trus, he said that it took about three years
to oatoh anyone who iried to evade the law, but
I myself believe that it is being observed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: ‘We want it extended.

The PREMIER : I do not know that there
is any need to extend the Aot.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Of course there is.

Mr. Green: They are making provision for
extending it in the other States, and we do not
want to be behind them.

The PREMIER : I want to know how far it
is being extended. The hon. member said
the Queensland Act was the nearest to being
perfect.

Mr. Green: The New Zealand Aet is not had
either. i

The PREMIER: New Zcaland is a small
country whioh is very well developed, and the
climate of New Zealand cannot he compared to
that of Western Australia. :

Mr, Green: Ours is a far better olimate than
that of Queensland.

-The PREMIER : For many years we were
without any Act at all. It is only since 1912
that the station owners are being compelled to
provide accommodation. I am glad to know
that they have provided it.

Mr. Willoock: There iz a lot of dissatistac-
tion,

" The PREMIER : There always will be dis-
satisfaction. Even we are dissatisfied with the
aogcommodation which iz provided for us here.

The (Government receive &.
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If we are to amend the law we shonld have good
reason for deing so.

Mr. Teesdale : In some places the accommoda-
tion provided for the shearers is batter than
that which the employers themselves have.

Mr. Green: Well, why do not the pastoralists
take the chearers’ huts and let the shearers have:
the homesteads ?

The PREMIER : I do not contend that the
housing of the people on the land is all that it
should be. Many of our agrioulturisis who
went out ten years ago-are only just now building
shitable houses for themselves. That kind of
thing is ingvitable in conneetion with pioneering.
All that is being ohanged now, and wherever
one goea comfortable homes are seen to be
ereoted or in course of erection. If we are to
extend the provisions of the Aet we must know
jost why we are to extend them. It is the
usual thing for these men to be ascommodated
in tents. We know that on clearing jobs the
men engaged on the work live in temts.

Mr. Gresn : Then Jet them supply tents.

The PREMIER : I was in the back country
the other day, and I saw people who had nice
homes but who elested to sleep in tents.

_Mr. Green: The Aot provides for tents.

The PREMIER : The bon. member did not
pretend that much had been.left undone by the
farmers which should have been done.

Mr. Green: But I say bring them ali into-
line,

The PREMIER : He certainly asked that the
Act should be madé to apply to farmers. It
would not afiect them very much. 1f the hon.
member agked for an inquiry, there might be:
something in jt. I am sure he does not want
to do an injustice to any section of the people.
Neither do I. I should like to see everybody
well honsed.

Mr. Green: Then why not maeke provision
for their proper hounsing ?

Mr. Teesdale : What are the inspestors doing ?

The PREMIER.: The inspectors have nothing
to do with the agricultural areas. I should say
that for the most part the comparatively few
men employed on the farms are well provided
for. I kmow that the hon. member would like
to see the Act made to apply to all classes of
work, but I daubt if that is practicable. The
sawmills, for instance, provide adequate aecom-
modation for their men, and so, too, do the
meat works and other industries. I do. mot
see that much more can be done. T suggest that
the hon, member be ¢ontent with a promise’
that the matter shall be inquired into. We shall
get Teports and will then know how far it is
necessary to go. The country is in its develop-
mental stage, and men of small means cannos
afford to put up costly accommodation. If on
inquiry it is found that the housing provided is
not satigfactory, something will be dome. A
great many men in the country object to sleeping
under shelter, just a8 a great many other men,
no matter what their age, object to going to
the Old Men's Home. I have .often wondered
whether it would not be better to provide small
places in the country where such old men could
end their days in peace, instead of entering the
Old Men's Home. However, the hon. member
has oalled my attention to the fact that the
Act bas been made to apply in other places.
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I will have inquiries mede, snd, if necessary,
will introduoe legislation next session.

Mr. Green: Will you be here then-?

The PREMIER : If I am not here, no doubt
my friend, the member for Pilbara, who will be
oooupying this seat, will fulfii my promise.
However, I think it would be only reasonable
if the hon. member adopted my smggestion for
an inquiry.

Myr. ’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [9.35]: T trust the
hon. member will not accept the suggestion of
the Premier to hold this matter over while
inquiries are made.

The Premier : You will not get any more.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : If the Premier threatens
that we shall not get any more, at auy rate that
will not prevent our trying for more. I have
vory little lmowledge of the -operation of the
Act in the North-West, but from the evidence
submitted by the mover of the motion it has
been fairly satisfastory, and therefore I am
not interested in they phase of the question.
But I desire an extension of the prineciple to
embrace other industries. The Premjer has
contended that as Western Australia iy in the
ploneering stage, it is wrong io impose those
conditions. ’

The Premier :
offenders.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I admit that on the
goldfielde, from the very nature of the in-
dustry, it may not be possible always to have
an elaborate scheme of housing acecomimodation.
Btill ordinary decent oomfort cught to be observed
both “there and in the agrioultural arces.

The Colonial Seoretary: So it is wherever
they can afford it. : :

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The whole outlook of
the Colonial Secretary is ocontroiled by the
question of whether we can afford it. 'This
oountry may not be able to afford its huge
educafional vote; yet it is inocwred. This
eountry may not be able to afford the erection
of State batteries to develop new mining flelds ;
yet that expenditure is both warranted and en-
dorsed. . -

Mr. Thomson: You have the general tax-
payer to fall bask upon there.

Mr. ULOGHLEN : If the hon. member puts
up the view.that the texpayer will be obliged
to foot the bill, let me give him a eoncrete
instance. The evidence was sworn in the
Arbitration Cour$ a few months ago. I refer to
the timber settlements, which are far beyond the

Ppioneering stage.

. The Premier: You have good houses there.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: At the bush landings
to-day will be found the most shoeking honsing

The goldfields are the worst

accommodation which exists in any part of -

Avugtralia. There human beingz have to live
and rear their families in shacks that are &
disgrace 6o civilisation. :

The Colonial Secretary: The bush landings
are not permanent.
~ Mr. OLOGHLEN: But js that to prevent
Parliament from insisting that the employers,
whe are extracting the toil ont of their em-
ployees, shall have at any rate some regard for
the oonstitution and frames and health and
comfort of the men and women doing the work ?

B0a

Mr. Underwood: Why wish to bring all
ﬂlase under the Shearers’ Hui Accommodation

ot ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We are considering the
Shearers” Hut Accommodation Aet, but if the
Premier will introduce the desired Bill, it will
be & comparatively easy matter to extend the
title of the Bill to embrace those industries
which it is required shall be dealt with by lagis-
lation. The hon. member is mighty clever
in suggesting that this could not be done be-
cause of the title of the Statute. The Premier
ranged over the whole of the agricultural in-
dustry, which I admit is in the pioneering stage.
Many of the settlers have lived under primitive
conditions while building up and improving their
holdings. I hope that as time goes on they will
get out of that poverty stricken state and pro-
vide themselves with decent homes. But there

is this difference in the respective view-points

of the farmer and of the people I represent:
The farmer, even if he has to pnt up with hard
conditions, knows that at any rate he is construe-
ting an asset which is going to provide him with
a eompetenca.

The Minister for Works :
an overdraft. .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That it should develop
into & competence is the history of the agri-
cultural industry throughout Awustralia. To-dwy
that industry is in s fairly flourishing condition,
and most of those who have embarked in it
have made good. But that does not epply
to the wage earner, who for twenty years of
his' life down the South-West, in ‘the blinding
heat of summer and in the heavy winter rains,
is obliged to put up with acecommodation not
fit to shelter pigs. I make that definite state-

Frequently with

_ment, and if the Premier wants the sworn evidence

of men and women in the Arbitration-Court
as to the miserable housing with which they
ore provided, he can have it. It will serve to
show him how mush the employers cars abouf
the comfort or convenience of the workera,

The Minister for Works: Where doss that
apply ? .

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It applies particularly
to the Jarrehdale landing not. 35 miles from
Perth. There the Minister can see the mosé
shooking housing accommodation imsginable.
There is, I admit, a difficulty in remedying it,
but that dificulty is not insurmountable, If
the law prescribed that the employer had $o
provide huts out of the waste timber, it could
be done. It has been done at the Mornington
Mills, But at the Jarrahdale landing, which
the Minister once maenaged, no regard whatever is
paid to the comfort of the men and women
and ohildren in that locality. Neither the
boarding houses nor the private residences are
fit for anyone to live im. :

The Minister for Works: But I have seen
some fine houses down there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Yes, at the head station.
I admit that they eould not go in for eiaborate
housing where they have to keep on moving
along every six months ; but a very great im.
provement ocould be effected .in the existing
eonditions. The Education Department, where
they provided schools in that locality, built
them on too elaborate a design, with the result
that a dead loss was snstsined. I put up a
suggestion to the Worke Department which
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was adopted in some places. Under that sug-
gostion & hut was placed on a railway truck which
was then shunted on to & side line, and there
the children went to school. But after & time
the children became too muwmerous.

The Prémier: We cannot have too many
children.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : You are certainly not en-
couraging them by the accommodation provided:
Huts are provided for half a dozéen people, but
the rest have to pnt up with conditions which’
are not oreditable toc Western Australis.
My objeot in speaking is to impress upon the
Premier the necessity for bringing in an amend- .
ing Biil. :

Mr. Underwood : Give ns another Act.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Then give us another Act
to please the hon. member, who appears to take
up that dietaterial attitude that anything
suggested by another member is worthless singe
it does not emanate from his own brilliant brain.
T am not worried about the title of the Act. The
ql:neatibn is, will the Premijer bring in another
Bill ?

Mr. Underwood interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!
member for Forrest has the floor.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I thank you, Sir, for
insisting upon & little order and control. What

., prompted the mover of the motion to seek a
discussion in Parliament, to be followed by
subsequent action, was that it would be easier
to oconcentrate discussion on an Act already
in operatich, but probably imperfect in its
operations, than to bring forward a request for
comperktively new legislation,

Mr; Green: And the proposals in the original
messure included what I am asking for now.

Mr. Q'LOGHLEN :
asked the House to pass the Bill. It was yuite
a new subject of legislation. No one had eny
idea of how it would work in this State because
nothing of the kind had ever before been applied.
The objest was to make it & comprehengive
meagure, but so strong a claim was made that
in the climatio conditions existing in the North
it was necessary to take immediate stepsto
secure the provision of the requisite accommoda-
tion that the Bill was passed in ite amended form.
1 am not reising any objection to the operatign
of the Act further than to point out, as I pointed
out in 1912, the necessity for extending it,
not to apply all over the State, because, as
the Premier has pointed out, it might not be
practicable in all eases, but if evidence is adduced
that better housing sccommodation is required,
and that the employers in a profitable industry,
Iong since past the pioneering stage, are doing
well énough. to provide it, they should by Aot
of Parliament be compelled to desist from their
oallous attitude and to provide decent accom-
modation for the men and women who are’
emrTying on production in this State.

Mr. Teesdale: Could not it be applied to
particular distriets ?

Mr. (’LOGHLEN : It could be proclaimed to
operate in certain looalities. I consider that
an Aot -of this desoription should apply to the
South-West. '

Mr. Underwood : A Shearers’ Act to  apply
to sawmillers! .

Mr. Green: It is a matter of workers’ accom.-
modation. - .

The hon.

In 1012 Mr. McDonald .
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Mr. Munsie: An extension of the Shearers”
Aot to apply to other workers.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The member for Pilbara-
knows well enough that its provisions should
be applied to other industries.

Mr. Green: The member for Pilbara moved
to include agricultural labourers when MMr.
MoDonald’s measure was before the Honse.

Mr. ¢’'LOGHLEN : Yes, he had his wits about
him in those days, but to-day he makes amouthful
of the argument that the title is wrong. He
infers that because of the title we c¢annot legis-
lete for other workers, Members will realise
what the mover of the motion desires, and the
motion should not be defeated on the score that
the title would not permit of the inclusion of
other workers. All that the mover of the motion.
seeks is that the Premier will introduce & Bill
on the lines indieated. The Premier says he is
not prepared to do that, but wishes to make some
inquiries.

The Premier: You have given me some
information now.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN : I suggest that the Premier
should introduoce a Bill this session while he has
the time and the opportunity. A select com-

- mitten conld very soon procurs sufficient evidence:

to warrant passing the measure and applying
it to certain localities.

The Premicr: We had better go down and
inspeot those mills,

Mr. OLOGHLEN : T have already piven the
Premier an invitation. At the first week-end
that he has free, I shall be prepared to take
him to the homes to which I refer, and no words
of mine will be necessary to prompt him to
introduce a meastre to remedy the existing con-
ditiona.

Mr. Nairn: He promised you to go.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Yes, but the Premier
never lkeeps bis promises.

Mr. Chesson.:. He promised to get you & wife,

Tlie. Premier: You did not tell me on what
day we should go.

Mr:(YLOGHLEN : The Premier is &, busy man
and it is for him to name a convenient time.
The trouble is that the Premier makes promises
and has not the slightest idee of keeping them.
Twolve months ago indignation meetings were
held at Donnybrook -and the Premier promised
to go. down.

The Premier: I have been there on three
occasions.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : The Premier went there
and hopped away again as soon as he could.
The Premier is too bnsy; he is too much en-
grossed in agriculture to attend to other require-
ments of the State. He takes it for grented
that many propositions are brought forward .
merely out of opposition.

The Minister for Works:
shearers’ hut accommodation ?

What about the

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It is a good while since
the Minister for Works started shearing and he
has been very suocessful, too; he has had a
few lambs in his time. I put it to the Premier
that he should not oppose this motion but should
permit it to be carried. T, in the wisdom of the
House, a messure with a different title could be
introdnced—a comprehensive measure snch ag I
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have indisated-—it comld be followed by action
by the Government. If the Government do
not desire to take such action, we are not in a
Position to compel them to do s0. We membera
in Opposition have only a relatively small party
but, relying on the member for Pilbara, who
was s eplandid champion of the previous measure,
and three or four cther members whom he might
sucoeed in influencing to support us, we might
be able to got & measure before the House. A
Bill is necessary, and I hopo the Premier will
seak the information to which I have referred.
I will provide the information for him. T will
produoe sufficient information by mid.day to-
morrow-——sworn evidence from the Arbitration
Court——

Mr. Underwood: It is not

thing.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : It is worth as much aa the
grunt that comés from the boorish gentleman
who interjested. 1 cannct understand what is
wrong with the hon. member lately,

Mr. Green: Swalled head.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : Swelled head! His head
could not swell ; there is nothing in it to force
the skull gutwards. Sinoe he has heen dropped
by every party—he was an acquisition to none
and a eredit to none—he is so  disgruntled that
he eannot regerd with favour eny proposition

sebmitted to the House. His oolleagues on

worth any-

both sides of the House dropped him and dropped

him very guickly. They would heve dropped

him much more quickly but there waa a railway

g:as attaching to it, and he wanted to fill cut
is time in order to qualify for it.

Mr. TUnderwood: Well, . they made some-
thing out of me.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : They made nothing out
of the hon. member; 1 am sure he was not a
oommercial proposition. )

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
muat disouss the motion. T

‘Mr. O’LOGHLEN: My remarks may not
have much to do with the motion; but the hon.
member is continuslly interjecting. :

Mr. Hudson: I am not continwally inter-
jeoting,. -

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I em not spesking to the
member for Yilgarn. The unanimity with which
the members of this little group stick to eaoh
other is really mervellous. If an Act of this
desoription is absolutely required in other indus-
triea than the pastoral industry, and if those
industries have progressed beyond the pioneering
‘ stage, then Parliament is warranted in intro-
ducing s Bill to compel employers to provide the
requisite accommodation. It is not a question
of employers being able to afford to provide it.
The timber industry is enjoying an ers of pros-
gle;tiby which has never ‘heen equalled in its
istory. We do not know how long it will last,
but I do not think the industry will again look
baok. A fabulous price is being obtained for
timber,

Mr. Smith : They could cut the timber cheaply
enough, I expeoct.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The position was that
timber was remarkably cheap because there was
no outlet for the scantling, The companies were
- almost giving it away in order to get it off the
gkids. Face euts could be purchased practically
for a song.

The Premier: Not now.
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The Minister for Works: Not during the last
three or four years.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, six months ago.
My brother purchesed a truck loed of very good
face cuty for £10, and with them. he built a very
good structure.

Mr. Thomson: He must have had a pal to
put him on the track.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Owing to the increased
price of timber, it has become o different proposi-
tion, because almost every scrap of scantling
isnow being utilised. The meat works in Chicago
are said fo can every part of the pig except
the squeak. . J

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Tf the hon. member had
been there, he would have been transported
to the Old Country in a tin Iong before this.

Mr. Underwood : They would not get you at
all, because you would be all squeal.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: X it came to a com.
petition of that kind I know who weuld ba in
the greater demand. T have no desire to further
refer to the porker who essayed to pull Western
Australia out of its difficulties, Fortunately
we have not many such members in this Parlia.
ment. I hope the Premier will agree to extend
the measure and that he will undertake, during
the next couple of deys, to seoure that evidence
which the member for Pilbara said is worthlesa
but which I assert will warrant him in intro-
duooing a Bill, because Parliament is the enly
authority which can compel employers to provide

oper accommodation for their employeee.
The Public Works Departmenis in most of the
States do provide ample housing for their em-
ployees, and I do not see why private employers
should be exempt. I hope that the member
who moved the motion will persist in his efforts
to seoure an amendment of the existing Aot at the
earliest possible date.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbers) [3-353]: I
do not intend to discuss the motion to any
extent but, for some years, I have realised that ,
the Shearers’ Accommedation Act required
smending. Tt requires smending to ccmpel
sheep owners to provide the ascomm.odation
which is stipulated in the Act itself, I am not
opposed in the slightest degree to acoommdoation
being provided for the employees in cther indus.
tries, but I do not see how provision for ascom-
modation for timber cutters can come under &
Shearers’ Accommodation Bill :

Mr. Green: In the legislation in the Eastern
States they are all grouped together.

Me. UNDERWOOD : Tam speaking on behalf
of the shearers, and I know what I am speaking
about. I had the privilege of endeavouring to
administer this Act, and the adviser—all Ministers
have their advisers—informed me that there weres
two or three sections which required to be amended
before it wonld be possible to su
prosceute those sheep owners who had not
‘provided the requisite acocommodation.

Mr. Green: That is the point.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : That is correot. I
am golidly supporting the motion that the
Shearers’ Acgommeodation Aot should be amended
to bring it into such a state that it will have -
legal force, which foree it does not poasess to-
day. But it is songht to graft other things on
to this legislation, It is only right to this House
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and to the country that the question of accom-
modation. for employees in other industries
should 1ot be tacked on to the Shearers’ Acoom-
modation Aot. I wish to see the Shearers’ Ao
oommodation Act amended on behalf of the
ghearers ; I do not wish to see it amended to
provide for the timber workers.

Mr. O'Loghlan: You did at one time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Never under this
Aet. This Act stands on its own. I have
no opposition to offer to anything that the
member for Forrest (Mr, O’Loghlen} has ad-
vooated with regard to providing accommoda-
tion for timber workers, but why tack it on to
the Shearers’ Aot ?

Mr. Green: Agricultural labourers should be
included.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Agricultural iabourers
were included eight years ago, The mem-
ber for. Kalgoorlie does not require to be
told that. Many people who were at that time
and some of whom still are working in the agri-
onltural - areas, did not possess for themselves
the acoommodation to which a shearer is entitied

- under this Aet.

Mr. Green: Wo, but they have got it now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : They have not got it
new.

Mr, Green: The motion-will give it.

Mr. UONDERWOOD : People who were settlers
in that area lived wnder harder conditions than
any wages men ever lived under.

Mr. Green: That is so.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Then why all this loud
talk from the member for Forrest ? -

Mr. O'Loghlen : 1 have as muoch right to talk
as you have. :

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I trust the Govern-
ment will introduce & Bill to emend the
Shearers’ Accommodation Aot so thet there
may be applied legally that whish was intended
to be applied when the Act was passed. If
thers is any roquest for accommodation in other
industries I shall be pleased to support any Bill

_that will give it, but cther industrics cannot be
inolnded in the Shearers’ Accommodation Act.
The amendments required are very small. The
Act has been of considerable service. The
great majority of sheep gwners or squatters have
built their premises in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Aet. There are one or two—
and these are the men for whom legislation is
always required—who have not eomplied with
the Act, and there is no power contained in it to
compel them to do so. The decent fellows have
gomplied with it, but those who sre not decent
fellows have neglected to do so, hence the need
for an amendment of the Act.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray—Wellington} (10.3]: I bave
varefully read the speeoch of the member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr, Green) and congratulate him on
the temperate manner in which-he dealt with
the question. He admita that the bulk of the
pastoraliste are acting decently towards their
employees.

My, Underwood : Fully 80 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: One gathers
from the hon. member’s spesch that what has
been done is of such valne that he desires to
extend the operations of the Aot to other in-
dustries, which years ago it was attempted to

[ASSEMBLY.}

bring under the Aect, bus then it was found im-
Possibleto do 0. He wants the Act to apply even
where only one shearer is employed. I do not
think that any one member would deny that
where it is possible to give good accommodation
it is in the interests of the employer that he
should give it. The actions of the employers
themselves point to this. The hon. member
mentioned various industries to whioh he desired
the Act to apply. He indicated the meat worka
at Wyndham, for ingtance. Part of the expendi-
turs incurred by the Government in these works
was in providing accommodation for the men
employed there. Jf, and when, it is found
neoessary to extend the accommodation it will
be extended, and with no niggardly hand.

Mr. Green: The same thing applies to Car-
narvon ,

The .MINISTER FOR WORKS: But thet is
not & Government undertaking. The member
for Forrest knows that the big saw wiills in
the State, such as Millars and the State Mills,
provide good accommodation both for married
men and bachelors. The charge made to
those who occupy the houses is reasonable and
has not been complained of. Years ago, when
I had to do with .Jarrahdale, an undertaking
which had been bankrupt on five occasions,
the men had to provide their own homes and
build them out of the timber allowed from
the mills.

Mr. O'Loghlen : That is the custom to day.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Although
the accoramodation was not very fine, taking
it all round the men had a fairly good time of
it. They reared fine families, the sons of whom
are now working in the timber industry. It
js difficult to arrange for aceommodation on
bush landlings. Frequently a line is run intoa
forest, and in three or four months’ time has to be
moved becaunse the forest is eut out. [}
State Saw mills are now considering whether
some provision for accommodation could not
be made within the means of the undertaking
concernod. The mansger of the State Saw
Mills has under consideration designs for portable
houses, which can be moved to meet the eon-
ditions mentioned by the hon. member. Most
of the employers, who employ labour in the
opuntry, know that it is better to give good ac-
sommodation tc their men, because this enables
the men to eonserve their energies in the direction
of giving better work to their employers. At
the State Brickworks we have erected doring
the last two or three years accommodation for °
married men and for bachelors, and a boarding
house is now going up. Since that acecm-
modation has been provided the work has im-
proved and the financial results have been good.
Plans are also being got out for similar accomme-
dation et the State Quarry. Whether the Bill
is passed or not the State will be found to
be doing its best for its employses. The main
difficalty is in connection with workers on rail-
way oconstruction. My experience has shown me
thet it is difficult to provide accommodation in
those cases other than by way of tente.

Mr. Smith: The Commonwealth Railways
golved the problem. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They wasted
milligns of money in the conatruction of thelr
line, and did not waste any of it on accommoda-
tion given to the men, or on the hon. member
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either. The very mature of the work of these

men on construction js.such that their camps -

have constantly to be moved, and it would
be difficult to ereot anything in the shape of
permanent buildings for them. The Premier
does not break promises as the member for
Forrsst has suggested. His time is: well oe-
- gupied

M. b'Loghlan: Hea would say the same about ’

you. ) .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
"member hes remsined a bachelor and has only

himself to think of, whereas the Premier has -

not only_ his household affairs to. look after,
but: a tremendons amount of State work as well,
Had the hon. member wished the Premiesr to
socompany him I am quite sure it eoitld have been
arranged if he had seen the Premier sbout i.
The Hounse may depend upon it that action will
- be. taken in accordance with the judgment of the
Premier.

of the working man, who, the employers have
found out, must be looked after. The difficulty
i, a8 steted by previous speakers, in connection
with the struggling farmer, who has but little
capital and only his own strength to roly upon. To
force upon -him &ll the conditions laid upon him
. j.n the Shearers’ Accommodation Act will be
‘ him to do something more than he can
a.ﬂord to do.
to force the matter in this direction in the way
that has been indicated. The South-West
farmer has & very hard time. Seme of them are
doing well, and others will do better in the
fature. They have to live s long time down
there before they cen see any results of their
labours. The winters are severe, althoughthismay
e said to be one reason why better acoommoda-
tion should be provided for the employees. If it
is found that the workers are given accommoda-
tion a3 good as that enjoyed by the employers,
~and that the latter cannot afford to give any
better accommodation, I am sure the House will
not penalise the farmers by insisting that they
shotild do that which they eennot afford to do. If
the House did insist upon this the small farmer
would not be able to employ labour, or be
able:to put forth the best of his energies
in developing his holding, Taking the employers
right through I am satisfied that they look after
their men well as far as their means will per-
On motion by Mr. Teesdale debate adjourned. -

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES SINKING
FUNDS.

Returned from .the Council withont amend.
ment.

¢ Honse adjowrned at 10-15 pom.

I think the debate-will have done gome _
good. Tt has dealt with oneaspectoftheconditions

1 do not'think it will be necessary -

. .raise any objection to it.

. having aceess to the papers.
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PAPERS—MHR. - McGIBBON AND THE
WHEAT BOARD. .

Hon. H, STEWART (South-East) [434]
I move—

That there be laid on the Table of the
House all pipers relating to the appoint-
ment of Mr: 8. J, MeGibbon to the Aus
tralian Wheat Board and to the -dispensing
with Mr. MeGibbon’s serviges:

I lock upon this motion as almost formal,
and T hope the Honorary Minister will not
On that assump-
tion I shall make my remarks brief. Let me
call to mind a statement made in this House
giving the -reasons why Mr. MeGibbon’s ser-
vices as representative of the West Austra-
lian growers on the Australian Wheat Board
were dispensed with. . There was one point
in particular at issue between the Honora,ry
Minister and Mr. MeGibbon.: In my opinion
it is the points at issue between the Hon-
orary Minister and Mr. MeGibbon that the
people interested want to see cleared up, and
the only means of ¢learing them. up is by
-The sta.temen‘l;s
of the Honorary Mipister and. of Mr., Me-
Gibbon on the sanie matfers are strongly in
conflict, Mr. MaGibbon and the Honorary
Minister scem to put quite dl_iferent. inter-
pretations on the same matters. Mr, Me-
Gibbon was appointed as representative of
the West Anstralian wheat growers by the
Honorary Minister. On or about the 2nd
April, 1919, the Honorary Minister stated
that Mr. MeGibbon had been appointed be-
canse he was well informed on wheat mat-
ters and liad taken a keeén interest in all the
pools. The' Honorary Minister has also said
that Mr. MeGibbou at the time of his ap-
pointment was a wheat grower and had
wheat in, all the pools. My own belief is
that Mr. MeGibbon still has wheat in all the
pools. Towards the end of last year, how- .
ever, Mr. MeGibbon sold his farm and thus
eceaged to be a wheat grower. A peculiar
point is that although Mr. MeGibbon eeased
to be a wheat grower towards the end of
last .year, the Honorary Minisfer has said -
that Mr. MeGibbon’s appointment to the ,
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